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Introduction

In the name of Allah the Beneficent the MercifubyrAllah bless our master and chief
Muhammad, his family and Companions and give theace.

All praises are due to Allah the Lord of the Warld/lay Allah send the best blessings
and most perfect peace upon the master of the mg=mse our master Muhammad, his pure
family and noble Companions. May Allah be pleasétth he masters of th€abi een the right-
acting scholars, th&lujtahid imamsand upon all those who follow them until the Day of
Judgment.

The Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him andhgham peace was once asked by the
Angel Jibril: "Inform me about the Hour?" He, majlak bless him and grant him peace, said:
"The one questioned knows no more about it thargtlestioner.” He then said, "Inform me of
its signs?" He, may Allah bless him and grant himage, said: "It is when the slave-girl gives
birth to her mistress and when you see the baredfootaked, destitute herders of sheep building
lofty buildings.” In another narration on the auiboof Abu Hurayra who said that the man
asked: "When is the Hour?" He, may Allah bless land grant him peace said: "The one
guestioned knows no more about it than the questioHowever, | will inform you of its
preconditions. When the slave-girl gives birth & master, then that is among its preconditions.
When naked barefooted Bedouin becomes the leaddheofpeople, then that is among its
preconditions. When the herders of beasts compiteone another in building lofty buildings,
then that is among its preconditiofi$iere are five others and no one knows them acddégit.”

He then recited:Verily with Allah is knowledge of the Hour. He semtbwn the rain and knows
what is in the wombs. No soul knows in which landill die. Verily Allah is Knowing
Aware"

With the recent celebration of the constructiorthed tallest building in the world, the
Burj Khalifa in Dubai, by former Bedouins who uptilithe 19" century were undeveloped,
coarse, and considered by most, the least equipp@ivilization; marks one of the key signs of
the End of Time. Yet few among our Muslim schokams able to connect the dots of this event to
the prophecies of the Messenger of Allah, may Ablldss him and grant him peace. In the above
cited verse Allah is informing mankind to have fahawareness in order to be saved from the
suddenness and terror of the Hour which is surphra@aching. However, humanity, including
the Muslims, speak little about the Hour or itsnsigeven though these Signs have become
apparent. The demands of this world’s life andrtee for material well being have blinded man
to this inevitable event. The signs and precondtiof the Hour are denied by the non-Muslim
and falsely interpolated by the Muslims in ordemgtee the illusion that this life and all of the
'noble’ traps and goals of the technocratic soc@ety permanent. Allah ta'ala say#ré they
waiting until the Hour comes upon them suddenlyileminey are unawarés He also says:
"Verily the Hour approaches. There is no doubt abbbut most of humanity do not beligve
And finally there is His words:And when it is said, 'Verily the promise of Allghtiue and as
for the Hour, there is no doubt about it, you s&ye do not know what the Hour is; we only have
opinions about it and we are not at all sur@his doubt permeates the Muslim as well as the
non-Muslim. Few people speak of the signs of thé &nlime and the cataclysmic events which
would lead to the termination of the human projéttis is in spite of the fact that these signs
have appeared all around us.



Many well meaning leaders and Muslim activists eyt discussing the End of Time is a
waist of time and will lead to indolence on thetpzfrthe Muslims. They claim that waiting for
the ‘al-Mahdi induces apathy and lassitude among the Musliraswlil snatch them away from
the important work of social transformation. Thée ¢he fact that early jurists likenamMalik
and others did not dwell on this subject in thewghetic narrations, and that it was of no real
importance to th&Jmma Many also claim that preoccupation with the EMdl'one scenario
opens the doors to mass deception by charlatansi@m day sellers’ intent upon lining their
pockets with the wealth of a paranoid populoussThay well be true, however why was not the
Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and gramt peace silent about the End of Time?
Entire volumes of prophetic traditions are devdtethis same subject. The entire corpus of the
Meccan chapters which were revealed to the heatubfammad, may Allah bless him and grant
him peace repeatedly warns us of the End of Tintethe terrors of the Day of Judgment. Our
Muslim scholars have written innumerous books alloaitermination of the human project and
the signs which will lead to the End of Time.

The Signs of the End of Time and the appearantieedbiggest of its signs, tlzd-Mahdi
are matters which have been transmitted in unbrgk@phetic traditions from the earliest
generations of Islam and constitutes an issuedtttrine of the Muslims which is decisive and
undisputable. The narratives regarding the appearahtheal-Mahdi were related in unbroken
chains from Companions such as Abu Sa’id ’I-Khudli,ibn Abi Talib, al-Husayn ibn Ali ibn
Abi Talib, Ali ibn Ali al-Hilali, Hudhayfa al-Yemen Abdallah ibn "Amr, Abu Amaa, Abd'r-
Rahman ibn Awf, Abdallah ibn Umar, Abdallah ibn Mas, Thawbaan, Anas ibn Malik, Abu
Hurayra, Umm Salama, Jaabir ibn Abdallah, and Alatiabn Abass. These prophetic traditions
were in turn narrated in sound collections of pedhtraditions such as those of al-Bukhari,
Muslim, Abu Dawud, at-Tirmidhi, an-Nisaai’, Abu Naym al-Isbahan, Abdr-Rahman as-
Suyuti, al-Hakim and others. Thus, the Signs ofthd of Time is apart of the decisive doctrines
of belief of every Muslim, and were transmittecuimbroken chains of transmission to our time.

Because the narrations regardingamal-Mahdi and the other related issues of the Signs
of the End of Time are from unbroken chains of graission futawaatirg it is forbidden to
deny them. It is for this reason that tBkeehusaid in his_al-Kabr al-Haadi lla Umuur al-Imaam
al-Mahdi(The Guiding Information To Understanding the Afaof thelmam al-Mahd:

“This is based upon the fact that the prophetiditians regarding this are from an
unbroken chain of transmissiotafaatira). Al-Qurtubi-said in his_at-Tadhkira
“Abu’l-Husayn Muhammad ibn al-Husayn ibn IbrahimmibAasim as-Sajazi said:
‘The narrations from al-Mustafa, may Allah blessnhand grant him peace are
unbroken fawatiraf) and have become widespreadtéfaada) regarding the coming
of al -Mahdi”... The one who denies the appearancealefl-Mahdi, may Allah be
pleased with him, and is a disbeliever. This iseldaspon what al-Mutagi said in his
book known as al-Burhanecause the prophetic traditions regarding thésfram an
unbroken chain of transmission.”

Thus, it is no wonder that the concept of the Ehd@ime, and particularly the belief in
the imminent appearance of taeMahdi was a key feature in the eschatology of the reform
movements which emerged in tBdad ‘s-Sudan Every Muslim reformer who helped elevate
the word of Allah on the African soil spoke out abthe End of Time and the events which
would lead up to it. In fact, the author of thisokpShehuUthman ibn Fuduye’ wrote no less
that twelve books on the subject. These works weitten at the beginning of his affair, its
middle and its end. The concept @fMahdiyyaand the End of Time permeated the entire
objectives of the founders of the Sokoto Caliph¥tt.no one can accuse t8behuof lethargy,




apathy, and indolence. It was his ideas conceriadg=nd of Time and what he saw as his role
as forerunner oél-Mahdi which motivated him and hidama’atto establish one of the most
successful Islamic revival movements in the lasi te three centuries. African Muslims have
always held to eschatological beliefs which cone@dhem taal-Mahdi and the End of Time.
Along with the spread of the news aFFMahdi there also emerged localized eschatological
beliefs surrounding the personageabMahdi and the signs of the End of Time. One such belief
is what was believed concerning the collapse ofSbaghay Empire and the sacking of the
sacred learning center of Timbuktu, the renownatk&a" University/Masjid:

“Oh, people of Timbuktu, if it should come to pasg Allah’s decree that you

should be driven out of this town, whereby it wik destroyed and some of its

people will die in chains, after having dispersednf it, prepare you then for

meeting your Lord with evidence of good deeds,tf@t is one of the signs of the

end of the world

This event which took place in 1591 C.E. marked e¢hd of the political, social and
economic security for the entire region of thiead ‘s-sudan It led to the proliferation of the
Atlantic slave trade, the reemergence of pagan@md, the resurgence of heretical innovations.
Consequently, the scholar/notables were transforchexito the urgency of the religious and
social conditions of thbilad’s-sudaninto scholar/warriors who with ‘the sword and ffen’ set
out to prepare the way for the appearance of tipea®dal-Mahdi and the establishment of a
just Islamic society. From the sixteenth centurythte eighteenth century scholars took up the
sword in defense of Islam against paganism, igreeramd injustice.
It was during this period dfajdeedthat the belief in the imminent appearanceabf

Mahdi reemerged on the tongue of the scholars. In factynof the scholars of the centhalad
‘s-sudanwho had witnessed the conversion of thousandsagamp Africans at the hand of the
Shehuand his lieutenants and had seen the revivallais learning among the elite as well as
the common people, began to intimate that$hehuwas indeed the Awaitedl-Mahdi. The
Shehudenied that he waal-Mahdi by composing more than twelve books on the pegoioh
al-Mahdi and the signs of the end of time. In his an-Nabdiadi lla Ahwaal al-Imam al-Mahdi

(Prophetic Guidance to Understanding the Circuntesuoflmam al-Mahd) he said:
“l say, indeed thaltmam al-Mahdj may Allah be pleased with him, will be endowed
with certain secret attributes which one like merza claim to have. Indeedhere

is a difference between the drone of a fly andiéody of beeés 2

The Shehuwas anxious to demonstrate that he was aleMahdi, however, he
endeavored to establish that he was the elevanjaddidand the eleventh righteoalif who
would herald in the time of the coming afMahdi. This was affirmed early during the initial
victories when Muhammad Bello said in his Infag\tg&ysuur “I informed them as he (the
Shehyinformed me that the time of the appearancal-dflahdi was near. And that tjama at
of the Shehuare the vanguard and the precursors of the arafiatMahdi. He said that this
jihad will not end, Allah willing, until it reachesl-Mahdi.”3 This identity construct was
extremely important in mobilizing the Caliphate @amnd an eschatology which was well known
and established, while at the same time cleariegitbf any false claims connected to it. The
Shehusaid in 1811 in his Naseehat Ahl ‘z-Zamaan

1 Elias Saad, The Social History of Timbuk@ambridge, 1983, p. 211.

2 Uthman ibn Fuduye’, an-Naba al-Hadi lla Ahwaalnaam al-Mahdj (manus. in possession of author), f. 4.

3 Muhammad Bello, Infaq ‘I-Maysuur Fee Tarikh BilaatdTakruur (trans. Muhammad Shareef, Sankore™ Institute
of Islamic-African Studies International), p. 105.




“It is mentioned in the Sunnawf Ibn Maja in the section concerning followingeth
sunnaof the righteous rightly guide&halifs, on the authority of al-"Irbaad ibn
Saariya, may Allah be pleased with him that the ddager of Allah, may Allah
bless him and grant him peace saidbligatory upon you is fearful awareness of
Allah , hearing and obeying. Even if there is apped over you an Abyssinian
slave. You will see after me severe dissensiome@fbre obligatory upon you is
my sunna and the sunna of the righteous rightlgedikhalifs after meThey are
twelve and Muhammadl-Mahdi will be the last of them. He is the one meant
whenever the ternal-Mahdi is used unconditionally. A prophetic tradition is
mentioned in the Tareekh ‘[-Khulaf# Abd ‘r-Rahman as-SuyutiThis umma will
not be destroyed until there appears twelve khatitech of them will behave with
true guidance and the religion of trutihbd ‘r-Rahman as-Suyuti said after relating
this tradition in the aforementioned book, ‘Themss tappeared from among these
twelve the fourkhalifs then al-Hassan, Mu awiyya, Abdallah ibn ‘z-Zubayrd
Umar ibn Abd’l-"Azeez. These were eight. Then ided with them is al-Muhtadi
Billahi from among the Abassiyya because he actedng them like Umar ibn
Abd’l-"-Azeez acted among the Banu Umayya. Thenethgas at-Thaahir Billahi
because of what Allah gave him from justice. Therdy remains two awaited
khalifs One of them isl- Mahdi’ | say: | hope that | will be the first of thesgo
and that the Promised-Al-Mahdiwill be the last.#

Here theShehupresents the idea that he is the forerunned-dahdi and that Allah has
dressed him in the mantle ai-Mahdiyya The Shehucomposed twelve works concerning the
signs of the end of time and the descriptionabMahdi. In these theShehuutilizes sound
prophetic traditions and delineates thkMahdiis: [1] from the family of the Prophet; [2] that
he is one of the major signs of the end of timé;that he will first appear in the west; [4] that
the bay a (allegiance) will be given to him in theijaz in Mecca between theikun and the
magam(i.e. between the door of the Ka'aba and the Bidne at thenultazin); [5] that he
will appear during the corruption of mankind, tipeesad of disbelief and oppression; [6] that he
will fill the earth with justice and equity just &shad been previously filled with oppression and
injustice; [7] that he will govern the entire war|@] that mankind will submit to him sometimes
willfully and sometimes by force; [9] that he wgbvern the earth for seven years; and [10] that
Jesus the son of Mary will descend after him aticttk@ Dajaal or he will descend during his
time and assist him to kill theajaal at the gate of Ludda.in-the land of Palestines Tmas the
fundamental creed of the Sakwatto scholars andinemighe one doctrine which unified the
emirate from 1804 until 1903.

The Shehuwsaid in his an-Naba’ ‘I-Hadi:
“l say, and success is with Allah, realize my besth that my objective in
composing this work is not to affirm that | dmamal-Mahdi. On the contrary, my
objective in composing it is to explain to you tidiah ta'ala has favored me with
the circumstances which are parallel with the cirstances olmam al-Mahdi
which the scholars, may Allah ta’ala be pleaset thiéem, have cited in their works.
My obijective is to comply with the command of Allédnala: And of the favors of
your Lord, proclaim”®
The Shehuwvent on to denounce all those who attributed tharcbf al-mahdiyyato him,
or to any person who did not fulfill the well knowasonditions for whichal-Mahdi will be
known. In 1814 C.E., some three years before h@thdehe composed his controversial
Tahdheer’l-lkhwaan Min Iddi"a al-Mahdiyya al-Mawaidree Aakhir az-Zamaafwarning to

4 Uthman Dan Fuduye’, Naseehat Ahl ‘z-Zama@mpublished manus. in possession of author36H#37.
5 an-Naba’ al-Hadli. 1.




the Brothers Against Claiming tred-Mahdiyya Foretold at the End of Time), in which took
pains to disassociate himself the claimabfahdiyya but more importantly, he systematically
deconstructed the claim of those people in the whstdid the same. He cited sound prophetic
traditions as the basis for rejected them. Theemaitwhich theShehugave also protected the
Jamaatin the future from anyone who would make the clamor to the real appearance of the
Imam al-Mahdi Among the key prerequisites of theahdiyyais that he will be &hareefa
direct descendent of the Prophet, may Allah bl@ssamd grant him peace from Fatima and Ali;
that his name will be Muhammad; that his fathedsne will be Abdullah; that he will be born
in al-Medina; and that he will beraujtahid ‘t-ta’seela scholar of independent judgment of the
principles), which is the highest standard of sats#lip in Islam. He also cited individuals to
whom theal-mahdiyyawas falsely attributed such as: Muhammad ibn adgda al-Askari of the
Shi'a Imamiyyasect; Zayd ibn Ali ibn al-Husayn of théaydiyyasect; Muhammad ibn al-
Qaasim ibn Ali ibn Umar ibn al-Hassan ibn Ali; Muhmad ibn al-Hanafiyya of thal-
Kaysaniyyasect; Is’hag ibn Ja'far as-Saadiq; Ahmad ibn Alatiaibn Abu Mahalli; Abu
Abdallah ibn Turmart s-Susi; and Muhammad ibn agsia Khan al-Junquri of India.
Regarding the later claimant he cited legal densigiven by jurists from the founadhaahib
clearly establishing the falsity of those who clalme al-mahdiyya Thus, theShehubequeathed
to hisJama atthe criteria by which to judge the claim of anygmn that would ever emerge in
the future who made the claim aFmahdiyya In fact, is was legal evidence cited in this text
which his daughter, Maryum, would latter use toalerce the claims of the supporters of the
Sudanese ‘Mahdi'sayyidMuhammad Ahmad, as we will discuss shortly, Allaitlimg. This
text also established the grid by which lattermkants such as Ahmad al-Qadiani of India and
other groups which emerged from them such as tisé Eound Nation of Islam who still assert
that Wallace Fard Muhammad was #ieMahdi and is ‘god in person’. In this last context, the
Tahdheerclearly and unequivocally refuted with clear evide by implication that Elijah
Muhammad was a ‘messenger’, or was an ‘incarnaidrdesus the son of Mary, or that the
Nation of Islam was an embodiment of ‘Mary’ who géahirth to a ‘Christ-like’ individual in the
person olmamWarith’d-Deen Muhammad,; may Allah be merciful imhor that the Nation of
Islam was a ‘Christ-like’ community which was thmdy of Christ’.

The Tahdheer’l-lkhwaawlearly closed the door for any person makingdtaen of al-
mahdiyyabefore the actual appearance of the AwadteMahdi. Indeed as the vanguard of the
Imam al-Mahdiand his forerunner, th8hehuwas obligated to defend him and protect the
mantle of theal-mahdiyyafrom false claimants, even from those who clairtteat he himself
had been granted this title. About this he said:

“Realize also O brothers that | am not theam al-Mahd,j and that | have never
claimed theal-mahdiyya albeit that has been heard from the tonguest&ranen
about me. Indeed | have made strenuous effort isimgthem to desist from that,
and | explicitly rejected their claim in my Aratand ajami writings.”®

Although, he disassociated himself from the clayet,he and his colleagues maintained
that the emergence of higjJdeedmovement and the Sokoto Caliphate was intimateineoted
to al-Mahdi. The connection of the Sokoto Caliphate with thenSigf the End of Time and the
appearance of thal-Mahdi was reiterated by the founder in many of his tekist more
importantly in his Fulfulde™ poetry. In 1224 A.Rirca 1808 C.E) with the defeat of the capital

6 Uthman ibn Fuduye', Tahdheer'l-lkhwaan Min Iddiz-Mahdiyya al-Maw'uda Fee Aakhir az-Zamaan
(unpublished manus. in possession of author), f 4.




of the Habe™ Hausa kingdom in Alkalawa, t8aehucomposed his famous Fulfulbe’ poem
called Yimre’ Tanasabuje(The Song of Comparison) in which he gives thatk#\llah for
making him resemble the Prophet, may Allah blessdmd grant him as well as the Awaitdel
Mahdi. He composed thirty three poetic verses delingahe resemblance between him and the
Awaitedal-Mahdi.

Regarding his resemblance to #ieMahdithe Shehusaid:
“I have also been granted attributes like thdtbeal-Mahdi
| thank Allah for what | have been granted.
Let me declare them in gratitude to Allah, notdese
of any power of mine have | attained what has lzessigned.
He too was prophesied in prophecy before his sgmi
| thank Allah that my coming too was prophesied.
Our time is a time of Mahdi
| thank Allah at this time too have | been sent.
With many-sided nobility ial-Mahdi clothed
| thank Allah that with this am | too clothed.
He will only be appointed when disorder prevails
| thank Allah that at such a time have | beepoamted.
He will only be sent when oppressors abound
| thank Allah that at such a time have | beert.se
At a time of religious decline will he be raisepl
| thank Allah that at such a time have | beesedup. . .
A mark ofal-Mahdiis the purifying of learning
| thank Allah that by me also has learning beerified.
A mark ofal-Mahdi, again, is his descent from Fatima
I thank Allah that this has been reported of me.
A mark ofal-Mahdiis the overthrow of traditional magic practices
| thank Allah for what has been overthrown fa.m
A mark of is the is'the suppression of innovatio
| thank Allah for what has been suppressed titioue. . .
A concern ofal-Mahdi s that the Qur'an should be studied
| thank Allah that with this too am | concerned
A mark ofal-Mahdiis the reviving of thesunna
| thank Allah for what has been revived throungh . .
A mark ofal-Mahdiis the justness of his judgments
| thank Allah that this is the mark of my judgmte
A mark ofal-Mahdiis his gentle disposition
| thank Allah that | too was given such a disfios.
A mark ofal-Mahdiis his being the source of joy to Muslims
| thank Allah that | too have been a sourcehefitjoy.
A concern ofal-Mahdi is the dignity he brings to Muslims
| thank Allah that they were given dignity thgtume.
A mark ofal-Mahdiis the is being appointe&imir ‘I-Mu’mineen
| thank Allah that for this have | too been appetht
A mark ofal-Mahdi is his slaughter of those who reject the faith
| thank Allah also for those who have been dideigpd.
A mark ofal-Mahdiis the overthrow of highway robbers
| thank Allah also for having those overthrown.
A mark ofal-Mahdiis that he will waggihad
I thank Allah for with this have | been charged.
A mark ofal-Mahdi is being clothed with victory
I thank Allah that with victory have | too beelothed.
A mark ofal-Mahdiis being accompanied by flags




| thank Allah towards this have | too been led.
What is inscribed on themlisa ilaha illa Allah

| thank Allah that this is inscribed on mine too. .
A mark ofal-Mahdiis easing the lot of the Muslims

| thank Allah that by me too has their lot beased.
A mark ofal-Mahdi is the answering of his prayers

| thank Allah that my prayers too have been amned.
| am not the Awaitedl-Mahdi

It is his mantle with which | have been clothed.
I do not deny that | amMahdifor this time

| thank Allah that | have been granted this igge.
Every epoch hasMahdiallotted to it

Openly or secretly, so | have been taught.
| am certain there will be an AwaitedtMahdithat is why | am

Made to know him whom | have been made to reseiib

The Shehuhad no illusions about the time that he was inw&hdt was to be done during
that time. In his al-Mahdhuraat Min "Alamaat KhuraitMahdi (the Adversities of the Signs of
the Appearance adl-Mahdi) he said: “Realize that as-Sufyan at-Thawri majalltaala be
merciful to him once said: ‘The affair ef-Mahdi will become manifest upon eleven supports
from the supports of the religion from among thiemaers. This is because the reformers will be
twelve after the Prophet, may Allah bless him arahghim peace’®

Even at the time of his greatest victory over tiebelievers of Gobir in 1804 he received
a vision indicating the transient nature of hismig.-He saw a startling vision of the Prophet, in
which he saw the expectadtMahdi who would save Islam, the coming of theman'n-nasara
(the hour of the Christians), and thigra of the faithful from Sokoto to the Nile River aniet
Hijaz to meetal-Mahdi. He saw that the people of thidat and their successors, the true
followers of thShehuwould go on the journey to the east guided bylihte andbarakaof the
Shehu The apostates, collaborators and deceivers woaidyo and would remain in the west,
settling among the Christian European's jurisdictiatil the anti-Christ came out against them.
The Shehucame out and informed his people not to rejoiceabse his green flag would be a
passport to victory for 100 years, and exacthhateénd of one century the ‘hour of the Christian's'
would emerge and eclipse the Sokoto Caliphate enwtbsti? It was during this period that he
wrote his famous 'Song of the Journey to the Bakgre he described in detail the very route of
thehijra and disclosed its time:

"When the ruler of the Muslims goes to Mecca, westhpuay,
and make ready our goods to go with him.

We pray to the Lord, the King of the worlds, whea start,
that we may obtain provision of the journey frire Kufaar.
With our wives, our children, all our servants ana wealth,
we Muslims will flee together.
We will travel too without thirst or hunger; we Wikjoice in that
which is sweet one with another.
By the power of Allah, and the blessing of ouali ,

7 Uthman ibn Fuduye’, Yimre™ Tanasabuj@inpublished manus. in possession of autho?)4if

8 Uthman ibn Fuduye®, al-Mahdhuraat Min "Alamaat Khuj al-Mahdj (unpublished manus. in possession of
author), f. 4.

9 Abu Bakr Atiku ibn Uthman Dan Fuduye’, Risaalat Jama at Gwandmanus.,ff. 23-31.

10 AH.M. Kirk-Greene, p.24.




He will bring us to the place where a share shaljianted to all.
When we start from here we travel diligently, wldw it,
east as far as Adamawa.
When we start from Adamawa we come to the courftBagu,
we put down our goods.
May Allah bring us to the town (on the Nile) withdack of
anything; with joy we shall meet with the Aradd."

These poetic verses regarding the Signs of thedEndme, the appearance of thé
Mahdi and the masBijra of theJama atof ShehuUthman ibn Fuduye’ to the Blue Nile and the
Hijaz remained a long-established eschatological beliethe leading figures of the Sokoto
Caliphate. After the death of ti&hehy SultanMuhammad Bello dispatched a letter to &rair
of Adamawa, Modibo Adamu, in which he said:

"...the matter with which you left us that is disgdtg troops to the south of

Wodai and the south of Fur in the direction of Mile River: you are to do your

utmost in sending spies to those lands. For Shaykh may Allah be pleased

with him, indicated to us that himma atwould migrate in that direction before
the appearance of tte-Mahdi in order to follow him and give him the oath of
allegiance.t2

It is clear from the above that Bello was so inficed by the prophecy of tighehuthat
he utilized officials of the state to be on thelaut for all signs that would indicate the coming
of the European colonizers and the subsequent egpeaof theal-Mahdi. The belief in theal-
Mahdi for the people and officials of the Sokoto washpes the most explosive idea in the
cementing and consolidation of the state. Foritteslogy had the ability to unite the Caliphate
around a central rallying call that would have draatic affect upon the people over long
periods of time. It also had the affect of connmegtihe revolutionaries of the Caliphate with the
appearance of the 'ideal' Islamic government winels foretold by Prophet Muhammad to be
established in the end of time.

However, the appearance of thleMahdi-would-be preceded by the filling of the entire
world with oppression and injustice. It has bedategl by Abu Nu'aym on the authority of Abu
Sa’id al-Khudri who said that the Messenger of Wllaay Allah bless him and grant him peace
said: “The earth will be filled with injustice arehmity. Then a man from the people of my
household will appear until he fills it with equigyd justice, just as it will have been previously
filled with injustice and enmity.” This propheticatition was further explained in the al-
Mahdhuraatvhen theShehusaid:

“Abd’l-Aziz said in his_Miftaah "Uluum as-Saa'When you see the breaking of
family ties, the removal of modesty in the eyepebple, and those who do not
participate in committing sins will become humiddf treated as crazy or
powerless, for then starvation will descend updrofithem, and they will be
humiliated as a result. After that Allah will sefatust against them. After the
locusts He will then send blessings upon them foer@od of nine years and they
will not even hear any news of hunger. Unfortungtebwever, they will take up
amusements as a result of these blessings, andwiiesause the increase in
corruption in the earth of Allah. They will abandibe path of the truth, and will
as a result incline towards women, wealth, the lofreorrupt passions, and the
love those things which will induce the anger oliahl Then Allah will send one

11 C.H. Robinson, Specimens of Hausa Literat(irendon,1896),pp.64-6.
12 Umar al-Nagar, The Pilgrimage Tradition in Westriéd, (Khartoum: University of Khartoum Press, 1972)
p.78.




of His slaves against them with huge military faraghich will come against
them from the east, the west, the south and tha,nioom behind them and from
before them. Then Muslims will be severely afflitt@ith immense tribulations,
until many of them will prefer death as a result.tidat Allah will cause divine
relief to appear for the Muslims in the persorabMahdi who will be upon the
Straight Path. The Muslims will give the oath deglance to him between the
Corner and the Station of Ibrahim. He will establise Muslims upon thghaad

in the Way of Allah. All those who believe in himilwfight against the
disbelievers and encounter the Dajjal, Anti-Chriwty the curse of Allah be
upon him. They will fight against him until the fiing becomes intense. The
Anti-Christ may Allah curse him will say: ‘When thmaorning comes we will
destroy thislamaat for we will vanquish them! In that night the Prtzet Jesus,
upon him be peace will descend, and he will kidl Bajjal. Then Allah will wipe
disbelief from His earth8

Social and moral decay would affect the entire Mushorld. However, theShehuand
many of the scholars and rulers after him compdsets which lamented the social, moral and
spiritual decay which would afflict the Sokoto Qddate as well. Th&hehubemoaned this is
many of his Fulfulde’ poems. Likewise, the generaiafter th&Shehuwarned in some detail of
the upheavals that would undermine the integritytloé Caliphate. For exampl&ultan
Muhammad Bello ibrishehuJthman ibn Fuduye™ warned in his Wathiga al-AkkarJama’at al-
Muslimeen

“Indeed theShehumay Allah be merciful to him did not pass awayhwitt first
determining the..legal. rulings...and.. protecting thoseho possessed
understanding...Realize that the factions after hiithlve three factions: [1] a
faction who will follow him, believe in him and wihot alter anything from him
until they meet him. These are Bama’at [2] a faction who will follow him on
the fringes. This faction will be afflicted withiltulation; and [3] a faction who
will follow him out of fear, and who will violateheir oath. This faction will be
destroyed...For everyone who broke their covenamh flsose who disbelieved
and the hypocrites, will be destroyed with a dedtiom whose likeness has not
been seen before, Allah willing...Indeed the tdaenaatof the Shehuwill not
become divided, Allah willing, either those in theuth, in the north, the east and
the west...Indeed the members of the ttama’atof the Shehuare blessed, and
they must of necessity go through a thorough pation and test before death
encounters anyone of them. Anyone who is not testetthat time, then it is
feared for his soul an evil ending, due to his ditwing from theJamaatof
the Shehuat that time...Verily the test and purification wile two types: [1] a
type of test which will come from the direction péople, where they will be
tested due to their acts of transgression; and [Bje of test which will come
due to following the passions of the lower soulisltdue to these that this
Jama’atwill be rocked and convulsed until they are evalyuwashed and
cleansed of these transgressions and the followfirige passions of their lower
souls. Then after that, the affair of th@ma atwill be straightened out. We ask
Allah for safety in the two worlds, by the rank fuhammad the Prophet of
mercy, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, &gl family, and
Companions who followed the straight path. It ideuh.. Peacel?

The moral decay which would permeate the Sokotiplkate was mainly connected to

the abandonment of the teachings and methodolotye@hehy where two thirds of the people

13 Al-Mahdhuraat ff. 8-9.
14 Muhammad Bello ibn Uthman ibn Fuduye’, Wathigakhir lla Jama at al-Muslimeer{unpublished manus. in
possession of author), ff. 13-15.




descended from or connected with the Sokoto Cakgphauld either adhere to his teachings on
the fringes without firm belief, or would abandonwolate their oath of allegiance which they
pledged to th&hehu And only a third would hold to their covenantt liese loyalists would be
tried, tested and afflicted as a result of thalelity to what theShehuestablished. The majority,
however would turn away from the teachings of $feehu by either reverting back to divisive
views that they held before thi@jdeedwas established, or by intentionally misinterprgtthe
aims and objectives of the movement for their oveffish motives. The tests, trials and
afflictions which would befall the loyalists coulet interpolated to be the problems which those
who abandoned their oath to tBeehuwould cause for them. Gidadu ibn Layma tells uscéy
what loyalty to theShehumeant to the members of Sokoto Caliphate by whatlated from the

Shehuhimself in his Rawdat’l-Janaan

“ShehuUthman came out to one of his lectures on a Waethyesfter the

maghribprayer. He asked Allah ta’ala to allow us to abtagbaraka When he

sat down upon his blessed lecture seat, he gréletegdeople with the best of

greetings and then said: "I have come out to infgom of five things by which

you will obtain thebaraka of this age. This is because thmijaddid after the

Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and grant peace, must of necessity

come every century. Thus, everyone who lives duhisgtime will not obtain

any benefit from him except with five conditionshe first condition is that he

must love themujaddid for whoever does not love him will not accept his

teachings. The second one is that he should erdlteatol him, for whoever

does not extol him cannot accept his teachings. thivd is he must always

consider him on the truth, for whoever does notsaer themujaddidon the

truth will not accept his teachings. The fourththat he must throw his own

intellect and opinion behind him or place it in biscket, and except everything

that themujaddidsays and act in accordance with it. The fifthhiatthe should

consider every scholar during his age below thé& @fnthe mujaddid and not

place anyone above him. And he should not evenidenshe words of the

teachings of angghaykhwho disagrees with his teachings. Whoever hasgadth

together these five conditions will definitely oilntdoenefit andbarakafrom him

and he will be a meansvéseeld between him and Allah and His Messenger.

And if he does not, then he will have maseela we seek refuge with Allah."

The Shehuthen said; "O Muslims! be grateful to Allah! Foh@mever among

you who accepts my teachings and acts in accordaitttcehem | will come with

him tomorrow to Muhammad, may Allah bless him amdng him peace. | will

be a proof against everyone who does not accepeachings with Allah. This

is in accordance with His words “azza wa jallan'the Day when all people will

be called by their Imartt>

Thus, apart of the eschatological beliefs of thkdEw Caliphate was that the majority or

two thirds of all those descendent from or whorkd to be associated with the Sokoto polity
would abandon the above five conditions laid downhe Shehu They would abandon the three
robes of honor which th&hehuwas granted: the robe afilaayat (sainthood) bequeathed
through theQaadiriyyaspiritual Path; the robe of knowledge as deliratetheminhaj of the
Sunna and the robe of sovereignty by denying the pmlltiauthority bequeathed to tishehu
and passed down generation after generation ttroas now. The political authority vouchsafed
to the Shehuwould be intentionally altered by insiders andsuigrs in order to disrupt the

vitality of the Caliphate. However, there would @ma remnant who would adhere to the above

15 Uthman Gidadu ibn Muhammad Layma, Rawdatl-Janésans. Muhammad Shareef, Sankore™ Institute of
Islamic-African Studies International), p. 27.




five conditions, believe in th8hehy hold to the covenant and oath of allegiance filegiged to
him, and not alter hisiinhaj

The soundest narrations we have from3$hehuegarding those who would hold firmly
to his minhajwas that narrated by one of his so8sjtan Abu Bakr Atiku ibn Shehu It was
widely known that this son had inherited 115 mystisecrets from th&hehuy which were
bequeathed to him from the period of 1807, whenShehuhad settled in Gwandu, throughout
the spiritual explosive period of 1810 until thelgaettlement of Sokoto in 1815. Thus, during a
period of eight yearsSultan Abu Bakr learned some of the most important seceetd
eschatology of thdama'at It is said that 100 of these secrets allegeddd diith him and he
only conveyed 15 of them to others. However, adogrdo some of th&huyuukhn the east,
Sultan Abu Bakr narrated most if not all of the 115 ségsrédut to a very small circle. It is
believed that the following transmission describihg ‘true remnant of th8hehtiwas among
those 15 narrated to the larger community. It weated in his famous ar-Risaalat lla Jama at
Fee Gwandu

“I will inform them of at least one thing, which n&hehuinformed us of. It is
that the people of theibaat towns, who are firmly established there, will
journey, either in person or by means of their dadents, to the Nile River and
to the lands of thélijaz. They are the true remnant of the affair of #reehuand
from them will emerge his light arfthraka They are those who will gather with
thelmam al- Mahdiand give the oath of allegiance to him. With theithbe the
flags of theShehuand they will have an immense station with All#@s for
those who abandon the people of tibaat, turning back to their original place,
they will not be counted among them. This is beeahsy were content to turn
on their heels. Similarly, those who-remain amdresé provincial villages here,
they will not reach the Nile River. Rather, mostteém will head in the direction
of the land of the people of the West. They wilkide there among the
disbelievers until the one-eyddasih ad-Dajaalcomes out against them. We
seek refuge with Allah from his evil. AmeA®

SultanAbu Bakr Atiku gives us nine characteristics of kalist who would remain true
to theminhajof theShehu[1] they would be from the people of thibaats or military garrisons
established by the Sokoto Caliphate; [2] they wdaddcommitted to maintaining thi#aats and
spiritual practices which are required of the peapfi theribaat; [3] they will make thehijra to
the Nile or theHijaz either in person or through their descendents;tliéy will be the true
remnant of the affair of thEhehuythe ‘affair’ (amr) here being a reference to the three robes of
honor- saintlinesswilaayaf), knowledge {iIm) and sovereigntynjulk given to theShehu [5]
they will embody the spiritual illumination of th&hehu [6] they will preserve the spiritual
barakaof theShehuand it is from them that it will reemerge and syahg7] they will gather with
the Awaitedal-Mahdi and give the oath of allegiandea(yaa) to himin the same manner that
they upheld their oath of allegiance to Bdtanate [8] they will have the green flags of victory
given by theShehundicating their rightful authority; and [9] thevill have an immense spiritual
station (nagaamaat "aadhemvith Allah ta ala.

These nine characteristics are extremely signifidacause they are reminiscent of
another set of nine characteristics narrated tiwams as-Shaykh’l-AkbaMuhammad ibn “Arabi
al-Hatimi in his renowned al-Futuhaat ‘I-Makiyyavhere he transmits the nine traits of the
wazirsor helpers oal-Mahdi. In Chapter 366 of Ibn "Arabi delineates the $pal capacities and

16 Abu Bakr Ateeku ibn Uthman ibn Fuduye’, ar-Risadla Jama'at Fee Gwandunpublished manus. in
possession of author), ff2-3..




traits of the ‘ministers’ Wuzara sing. wazir) and enumerates them as nine: [1] their piercing
spiritual insight baseerat nafeedhaharacterized in their supplications, invitingopke to Allah
ta'ala and access to the ‘men of the Unsegaa( ‘I-ghayb); [2] their innate abilities of divine
discourse Khitaab’l-ilaahiyya) characterized by their mastery of the sciencedreams ilham)
and their intimate discoursen(inaajaa} with their Lord; [3] their ability to ‘translateturjama)
the immediate knowledge of Allah taala to the peppharacterized by their ability to precisely
apply the legal judgments of tlshari a and their immediate clairvoyanckréasa) in judging
between litigants; [4] their adeptness at givendhthority to those who deserve yafsab ‘-
amr liman ahlan lahy and placing matters in their rightful placevada’a ‘l-umuur fee
mawaaidhj; [5] their ability to show mercy and compassioithm their anger rahma fee
ghadab) in applying the prescribed punitive punishmetisd(ud mashru’g [6] their abilities
to acquire the necessary permissible weathag for thebayt ‘I-maal (public treasury) in order
for the al-Mahdi to distribute wealth equitably, but also theirrgpal mastery and abilities to
distribute inward wealth, which is gnosis to thag®ritually prepared for it; [7] their innate
knowledge of the interlacing of mattenng rifat tadaakhil ‘I-umuuy of the inward and the
outward, the microcosmic and macrocosmic world;t[@ir prodigious effortjghd) in taking
care of the affairs of mankind; and [9] their adgtence with the knowledge of the Unse&hn(
‘l-ghayb) by which they will be able to govern the worldthvjustice and equity.

The above nine characteristics of the ‘ministefghe al-Mahdi specify the immensity of
the spiritual station these individuals will havéhwAllah ta’ala and mirror whaBultan Abu
Bakr Atiku said about thmma atsthat will make thenijra to the east by his words: “...they will
have a tremendous station with Allah.” This is adi¢ation that thdamaatof the Shehuwould
have their own unique eschatology regardihtylahdi and an important role they will play in his
appearance. One of the sages of MaiurnoShmykh Sidi Umar ibn Ahmad Zaruq transmitted to
me some of the eschatological beliefs which arduske to the people of Maiurno. He said:
“One of the key signs of the appearance ofghBlahdi will be that political authority will be
given to the Pope of Rome. A major slaughter of IMus will occur in Alexandria, Egypt. The
earth will be completely filled with-injustice the extent that knowledge of Allah and stations
with Him will be barred clocking the People of All&om holding back the spread of corruption.
This will result in seven of the most perfectediué awliyya upon earth meeting and conferring
with one another in Mecca, and realizing that dhlyal-Mahdi can rectify the circumstances of
the Ummaand the earth. One of these sages will come flwmfamily of the present king of
Jordan. One will come from th®hareefsof Yemen. One will come from the family ddrisi
Shareefsof Morocco. One will come from Mecca. One will cerfrom Syria. One will come
from present day Iran, and will not have a bealte Seventh one will come from tlama atof
ShehuJthman ibn Fuduye™ from those families residinghie town of Maiurno 7

17 This information was taken orally fro@haykhUmar ibn Ahmad Zaruq in my interviews with him thg the
years of 1987, 1988 and again in 19%haykhUmar is well respected in the town for being oriethe sole
authorities on oral traditions, and escatologyhef people of Maiurno. It was corroborated $tyaykhMuhammad
Bello ibn Abd’r-RaazigShaykhAbu Bakr Basambu, an8haykhUthman ibn Ibrahim, that wheBhaykhUmar ibn
Ahmad Zaruqg was a young boy he would sit in theleiof the elders of Maiurno, and occasionally earands for
them. The elders of Maiurno normally met daily iort of the homes dbhaykhAbd'r-Raaziq andShaykhAbd'r-
Rahmaan Yaabaana, the two sonSbaykhUthman ibnShaykhAbd’l-Qaadir ibn Mustafa, which was east of the
chief masjid of the town. In this wayshaykhUmar ibn Ahmad Zarug heard many of the oral tradg, tales of
miracles, poetry, mystical secrets and eschataddpeliefs of the people of Maiurno. He thus, beeahe leading
authority regarding the teachings and beliefs pacub theJamaatof the Shehuin Maiurno. May Allah ta'ala



Thus, the people of Maiurno believe that they havwenique relationship with the future
emergence of thal-Mahdi and establishment of his authority on eaghaykhUmar ibn Ahmad
Zarug also delineated a detailed description ofvibeir of al-Mahdi who will come from this
Jama’at He said: “Thisvazir will come from the family of Muhammad Bello, ifélSultanateof
that time is in the family of Abu Bakr Atiku. If éhSultanateof that time is in the family of
Muhammad Bello, then thisazir of theal-Mahdi will come from the family of Abu Bakr Atiku.
He will be well versed in the teachings and bodkhe Shehuand the remainder of the scholars
of the Jama at He will wear all white, regularly wear the whiterban with thditham (part of
theturban) covering his lower face and he will carry a swogdularly as a habit8 Thiswazir
will be among the seven ‘ministers’ af-Mahdi on earth. It is for this reason that the present
Sultan of Maiurno usually eschews and shuns active palitinvolvement since his key
responsibility is to maintain the existence of tbern of Maiurno until the appearance of the
Awaited al-Mahdi as well oversee the spiritual integrity of the toand all those Hausa and
Fulbe® communities who made thgra from the centrabilad’s-Sudanto the Blue Nile and
other regions within the present Republic of Sudan.

In addition to providing one of the seven ministefal-Mahdi, theJama atof the Shehu
were granted an additional spiritual benefit of ggoof Allah ta'ala which is inimitable and
distinctive to them and which will only be made d=t with al-Mahdi. We are indebted to
ShaykhAbd’l-Qaadir ibn Mustafa for articulating this wypie level of gnosis of Allah in his
Shukr’l-Waahib (Gratitude of the Munificent) in which he said #he section named:
‘Mentioning Other Sciences From the Sciences ofé&edVe Received From the Knowledge of
the Immense Unveiling Which No One Except Us Hawpdfienced and Which None Will

Disclose Except thMluhammadarseal, Who isl-Mahdi, Upon Him Be Peace
“The science of the People of spiritual zeal areuthiversal orbit
Which manifests the times of the hours of geng
The science of the meanings of the Most ImmenseeNahich is concealed
In the Universal Spirit or treasured in itsregs
Then we were exposed to the science of the keyshwhilock the talismans of the Book
A science which nwaliy has revealed through transmission
In addition were the sciences of the Prophets
Which emerge in every age from the sciencdébeadwliyya
The science of the emergence of the nights anddie
Then we entered into th& baof secrets
And also obtained the sciences of the Throne Al
In the world of sleep without difficulty
All of these sciences from the Divine Realities
Came from visions during sleep not in the sens
So all praises are due to Allah, who by means efgtiaises
Completed and perfected in us the virtue afBivine Support
Then may blessings and peace eternally
Be upon thélashimiProphetAhmad
And upon his family and Companions and everyone

Who is guided by his light throughout the ag&
All the above is an elaboration on the meanin§utanAbu Bakr Atiku's words: “They
are the true remnant of the affair of tBeehuand from them will emerge his light abdraka

reward him in this life and the Hereafter for hmngrosity towards me and sharing with me teachivigsh were
normally transmitted to a closed circle of people.

18 Ipid.

19 Abd’l-Qaadir ibn Mustafa, Shukr ‘I-Waahib ‘I-MufayLi’l-Mawaahib, (unpublished manus. in possession of
author), f. 4.




They are those who will gather with thream al- Mahdiand give the oath of allegiance to him.
With them will be the flags of th8hehuand they will have an immense station with Allah.”

In contrast, he also pinpointed those who wouldibtdeir oath of allegiance, whohe
described as being a cadre who would ‘turn tow#ndswest’. This is a clear indication of the
nature of the disloyalty of this group who wouldcbme westernized in their world view and
attempt to alter the polity of the Sokoto Caliphtteconform to the will of the Europeans. The
‘turning to the west’ can also be an indicationttod actual collaboration which some members
would make with western powers, (tAdl'r-Ruum) against those who will hold firmly to the
minhaj of theShehu The ‘turning to the west’ also can be indicatgdlie willing participation
of members of higdama atin the party politics of the west by placing thieapes in the illusory
yet mythical western principles of ‘democracy’,dgress’ and ‘developmentSultanAbu Bakr
Atiku said that these people would be the ones witigoin with the Dajjal and be accursed at
his hands. Th&hehusaid in his al-Mahdhuraat

“Realize O brothers that the people of the times will be among the people of the
Dajjal, may Allah curse them, will be those wholwibt judge by what Allah has
revealed. These will indeed be disbelievers. Thdlynet struggle in the Way of
Allah, nor will they spend in the Way of Allah. Mesty will be lacking in the eyes
their men and women. They will devour the wealthhaf people unjustly. They will
bar people from the path of Allah and completelpraton the path of truth. They
will follow the path of falsehood. Their women wlié like men and their men will be
like women. Their marriages will also be invalidhtey reason of their words. They
will make illicit sex-permissible and-will-openlyommit them. The true servants of
Allah will be treated like dogs among them. Thensinwill be treated like the best
among them. Malevolent people will be treated likkers, and their rulers will be
spies. Their judges will act like wolves, and tlhaars of that time will be the
people of greed. The wealthy among them will ngtezxd their wealth among the
poor. The poor will not be patient with what Allklas decreed for them. Whoever
encounters that time, should make every effort iszipline himself and not be
preoccupied with'the evils they will see. This écause that time will be a time when
people will incline towards the world and they wilbt be preoccupied in the least
with the matters of theirfinal-destinies: It wile as if-they will never die. They will
forget what Allah mentioned to them in H@ur'an “Adheenthat: ‘Everything will
be annihilated except His Fatéo

What is clear is that there were clear ‘signs’ whieould appear within th@ama atof
the Shehuwhich would be indications of the appearancalefahdi. In fact, this was further
corroborated by one of the daughters of 3teehy Maryum bintShehuin a famous letter she
wrote called Wathiga lla Amir Kano Fee Amr’l-Mah@ Letter to theAmir of Kano Regarding
the Affair of theMahdi). She composed this text in 1884 when the newsasipthroughout the
Khalifate, that al-Mahdi had appeared on the Nile, in the Sudan, in thsopeof Sayyid
Muhammad Ahmad ibn Abdallah. He was not the fioshave the title o&l-Mahdi attributed to
himself. The claim ofal-Mahdiyyawas attributed to many individuals before who wgfhod
intentions or evil insinuations took up the swordreited others to do so, in order to make true
their claims. However, in none of these individualgsted the prerequisites and descriptions
transmitted to us from the Messenger of Allah, rAligh bless him and grant him peace apply.
This understanding of the true nature of @aliahdi from the original sources of Islam was well
documented by the scholars of the Sokoto polity.

20 Al-Mahdhuraat ff. 6-7.



What made some of the people of the Sokoto Cakgphalinerable to the claim &ayyid
Muhammad Ahmad, was that he appeared in the plaeeetheShehuforetold, that hislama’at
would meet up with th@l-Mahdi, which was the Blue Nile. Likewise, the initial cess of
SayyidMuhammad Ahmad against the British led many Fulbisiusa and others to make the
hijra to the east believing that this individual was Aveaitedal-Mahdi foretold in the prophetic
traditions and sung about in the poems ofShehu However, theShehu his colleagues and the
succeeding generations after them left behind ¢éedunal as well as mystical evidence regarding
the true identity o&l-Mahdi and the signs of his appearance. One of the noathiag criticisms
of the claim ofSayyidMuhammad Ahmad came from Maryum bBihehy who categorically
denied that this individual was the AwaitaiMahdi and denied that the time of the foretold
hijra to the east had come. The reason she composéztttheas the title indicates, was because
some of the people in the eastern region of thépRate, particularly in Kano and Adamawa
began to move in the direction of the Sudan, ireotd join the forces ofayyidMuhammad
Ahmad. In 1884 thédmir of Kano, Muhammad Bello sent her a letter informimgy of the
Sudanese Mahdi’s claim and asking for her opiniasedl upon what th®&hehuhad bequeathed
to her regarding the true identity of takMahdi. She composed a detailed letter in which she
gave the full synthesis of the Mahdist traditiossttansmitted by th&hehuand his colleagues.

Following is the full text of her arguments:
“The objective in this letter is to instruct you nmerning those who are
relocating from these lands of Hausa and claimivag the time of thdijra has
come. They also-claim-that they-are-correct inrtassessment and they claim
this —and- that. Actually they are a people in ead have gone astray. They
have neither evidence nor any -sound.reliance far ttlaims. They are actually
in blindness in all their worldly affairs as wel$ aeligious affairs. What they
claim is mere lies and self-deceit. On the contthgye still remains good in us,
Allah willing and our standing with Allah is stijood and in a state of well-
being. My father, th&hehuinformed us about our eventudjra from the lands
of Hausa but he did not designate a specific tiongHehijra. He, may Allah be
merciful to him even informed us of the exact rotitat we would take during
thehijra. He said about that, “We would flee from Bagu tadtikum Fush, then
to Saara, then Sarwa, then to Andum, then to a tasuoalled Kaghum, then to
a mountain called Dhuuziyaat, ithen to a mountaifedaAbu Zaara, then to
Rawaah, then to Deeghu, then to Kaaja, then toW@atthen to Nuba, then to
Thaghula which is-a place for the mining of goldhds ninety-nine mountains.
Each mountain begins with the lettaa’. | only know three of their names:
Faazughuli, Fanka Ghulu and Faafughétter the two days journey we reach
the Nile of Egypt”; until the end of what he samday Allah be merciful to him.
He, however did not designate a specific year forhijra except that he said
that when the time was present no one would be aresnof it. Rather this event
will be as obvious as a fire. Among the signs @ Huvent of thénijra will be
the holding back of the rain until a person will &and take something from this
river of ours and find nothing of water. Among #igns also are the seas of
tribulations, which will occur in all of the westetands until the people will flee
transferring from their country heading in the difen of the east. However,
they will not find us but will find that we havegreded them in thigijra. These
two preceding signs are reliable based upon thetham of the two, my father,
ShehuJthman and his son Muhammad Bello, may Allah becifidrto them. As
for what we see now from the varieties of droudhtmine, internecine wars
between us and the disbelievers and few inhabggibms; this is not a reason
for us to fear, Allah willing because Allah tabdaava ta’ala will remove all of



these from us and open for us the way of succasshaenlands will be expanded
for us until no disbelievers or rebels remain. Théllbe expelled by our hands.
For | have seen these blessings which | have mmeadian us now. As for the
those signs: the holding back of the rain; the sefagibulations in all the
western regions until they flee the west towards eéhst seeking to find us but
seeing that we have preceded them in the caragamsds the east — all this was
narrated by the tw8haykhs21

Although, Maryum binShehudenied that the time of thgjra to the east had occurred in
the year of 1884, yet she affirmed the reality @etlef in the mass exodus to the Nile river
foretold by theShehy and that it would be indicated by the spreadasfuption and injustice.
She corroborated that thigjra would be connected to the appearance ofatiidahdi and the
Signs of the End of Time. What is significant isitthhe exact route that the community would
take in their flight to the east was well known.eTime of thehijra would be connected to the
arrival of the ‘turks’ or theAhl'r Ruum(European Christians) and this period would ushex i
time of darkness called théamaan an-Nasaardéthe Time or Hour of the Christians). This
period would last until the appearanceabMahdi who would come with the sword to break the
global hegemony of the Europeans. What is key & the men and women of the Sokoto
Caliphate developed and transmitted a localizetlagstogy which was unique to tdama atof
the Shehy and which not only protected them from those wioalld inevitably emerge claiming
the al-mahdiyya but this eschatology delineated what would becthgse of the decline of the
Caliphate.

About a decade prior to Maryum biBhehucomposing her Wathigaone of her half
siblings, Ahmad ar-Rufai" ibBhehyuwho was appointed as the ruler of the SokotopBate in
1867 C.E., composed as similar text called "Alamightruujl-Mahdi (the Signs of the
Appearance oél-Mahdi). Like, Maryum’s, Ahmad ar-Rufai’ also discussedietail an aspect of
this unique eschatology connected to the appeamineeMahdi. He mentioned the journey to
the east foretold by th8hehuy but he alsalescribed the negative political, moral and ethical
decline within the Sokoto Caliphate itself. He désed the social and structural dysfunction
which would inexorably lead to the empires collapsed like Maryum, after him he was quite
specific in delineating these eschatological sigtessaid:

“As for an explanation of the tribulations, whichillwot-cease except with the
al-Mahdi, realize my brother that Allah will remove modeftym the eyes of
women and men. Allah will deprive the judiciary gifing judgment according
to the Truth. Theamirs will be oppressive. Allah will place enmity betwee
people without any reason. At that time, Allah wiispatch some of his
oppressive slaves against the Muslims, who willquam them and take control
over their affairs. These will then make the Muslifollow their crooked ways
and lead them away from the way of Truth. They mElide among Muslims and
punish them with their tribulations and trials Urtie people will become
divided into three groups. Two of these groups Wallow the ways of the
disbelievers, while the remaining one will be istate of fear and difficulty until
they will experience more than thirty-seven triated tribulations. At this time,
the people will encounter afflictions and trialsrfr every direction (east, west,

north and south). There will be much lamentatiod grief among the Muslims.
Then Allah will send against the Muslims a serviotn among his servants

21 Maryum bint Uthman ibn Fuduye’, Wathiga lla Amiaiko Fi Amr’l-Mahdj (unpublished manus. in possession
of author). The meaning of the ‘twhaykh’sreferred to here are for her two brothe8slitanMuhammad Bello and
SultanAbu Bakr Atiku, the sons d8hehuJthman ibn Fuduye’.




from the direction of the east that will slaughtiee people of the east and the
people of the west. The Muslims and the disbelevel be in great fear of him
until he reaches a place callBdyda Then Allah will wipe out his army in that
place. It is then that thal-Mahdi shall arise. Among the things which | will
advise you about is that when you see that the aih the destitute building
palaces and domed burial shrines, then safeguandeloes because the above
mentioned affairs will have approached. It becothes necessary to flee from
the Muslims. When women will become apparent in timerket places, then
safeguard yourselves, for Allah will soon send dowiffliction upon that
community. When you see the scholars have perisiteen safeguard
yourselves. For realize that with the perishingaadingle scholar, Allah sends
down ten afflictions because of that. When you #$ee amirs directing
themselves solely towards the acquisition of wegrldiealth and not directing
themselves towards the affairs of the religionnteafeguard yourselves. Then
affliction will descend from all the horizons. Whgaou see the destitute full of
rage against their more affluent brothers, thetizeahat the affair will have
approached. They will be seized with the afflictimhhunger and locust. When
you see strange women traveling about without mgitheast in such a manner
that her physical form will be seen and known fothken realize that good will
no longer, descend upon that land. When you seedhelars sitting at their
doors underneath palaces where all kinds of pesitii®e gathered, then realize
that the good will have trickled away from themrtRer, everyday the people
will see from Allah ta'ala those things which theouls hate. We seek refuge
with Allah from that community that manifests theoae traits. If Allah extends
your years long enough where you will hear the slidwomen receiving the
punitive punishment, then realize that will be meito flee from the Muslims.
Realize that whenyou see the sun setting surralibgeedness and other colors
then this will be one of the signs that thenirs will be driven from their
governments against their will. When you see, therise with the same above
mentioned color phenomenon then that will be ontefsigns of the occurrence
of misfortunes connected to the clouds of tribolagi When you see the scholars
rushing to the doors of the rulers and the weditihhyno reason, then safeguard
yourselves, for Allah will seize them with humii@ and famine in their homes.
This is because Allah tabarraka wa ta'ala hasgadise scholars by his words:
“Verily the most fearful of the slaves of Allah #ne scholars Moreover, by
His words: ‘None will'be reminded except those who possedietite Realize
that the result of this will be the affliction inshands and hardships, which will
be endless. Realize that what will-bring about é¢haflictions and hardships in
the land will be strange women being neglected authmarriage, their being
preoccupied with building industry, large numbefghem sitting in the streets
in their best clothing just to be seen, and theirimixing with men. Further, you
will see the judiciary neglecting to give judgmextcording to the Truth, but
being paid to pass legal decisions, the rearinghaje market places, the
deteriorating of the places of worship, and thod®o vwpossess wealth not
assisting those who are poor. Realize my brothat these affairs will not
happen except during the time of the sevente@ntir after thekhilaafa of the
eleventhMujaddid, Uthman ibn Fuduye’ in the lands of the west. Wil go on
until the affair reaches the matter of the AwaitdeMahdi, who will be the
twelfth Mujaddid, may Allah engulf him in His mercy — Amen. It wile a time
when theamirs of the lands of the east will return to their amej place after
being cut off. It will be a time when the Berberil leave their lands heading
towards Syria after leaving the lands of the Bladksey will leave the land of



the Blacks seeking to reside among the Arabs ddlketalisorder in their lands.
They will flee heading towards Syria. Unfortunatetiiey will encounter the
Turks and the Europeans, who will attack themagjether as they pas$?’

In this narrativeSultanAhmad ar-Rufai’ describes the moral decay thatldvoagatively
affect every social stratum of the Caliphate. Baitgoes further to give us a timeline regarding
when these major upheavals would occur. He saysthiamoral and social crisis would begin
during the period of the seventeenth ruler after $hehuin the lands of the west. This is
extremely explicit in designating not only a timeanker but a personage that would signify the
beginning of the signs of the appearancald#lahdi. It is no surprise why, Maryum bi&hehul
was able to deny the claims 8hyyidMuhammad Ahmad of the Nilotic Sudan as being the
Awaited Mahdi. Clearly by designating the seventieedultan over the Sokoto polity as the
indicator for the changes that would come, he ghaeesucceeding generations the means by
which to protect themselves from false claimantddylaryum was able to do one decade later.

What is significant about the "Alamaat Khuruuj'l-Ndi is that the author clearly
stipulates that the Sokoto polity would be dividieth two divisions; one in the east which would
constitute the communities which made liyea to the Nile and thélijaz, and although plagued
with poverty and tribulations, would remain loyal the original mandate established by the
Shehy and another one in the west which would congtithbse communities that remained in
the westerrbilad as s-sudanMost of these communities would abandon theg teetheShehu
in all but name. They would turn themselves towdtdsope for their world view and would
come to ruin as a result. This doesn’'t mean thatetlwould not bewliyya and right acting
scholars from the succeeding generations from tiwbeeremained in the west. On the contrary,
it is from these that thhijra to theHijaz and the Blue Nile would persist in every generation
until the appearance of tt@-Mahdi. The text indicates that spiritual and moral geeould
remain among the western communities, but a crueisis would emerge among them at the
time of the seventeentBultan after the Shehu It would be during his rule that the social
upheavals, and moral decay whi&ultan Ahmad ar-Rufai’ described would began. The
seventeentiSultanof Sokoto wasSultanlbrahim Dasuki ibn Khalilu, the firsultanthat was
ever chosen by the secular leader of the fedekargment of Nigeria, Babangida in 1988. It was
a violation of the policy of th&ultanbeing chosen by th8okoto Majlis’-ShuraThis led to
major riots in the streets of Sokoto, which resiillie the deaths of many. Unsurprisingly, in
1996, Ibrahim Dasuki was later dethroned by anolgsier of the federal government, the late
General Sani Abacha, for alleged corruption charged was banned from ever seeking the post
of Sultan of Sokoto in the future. It was during the rule Ibfahim Dasuki that the social
upheavals foretold bysultan Ahmad ar-Rufai’ began. He said that these mordl social
upheavals would continue unabated until it reachedime of the appearance of tdeMahdi.

While in the east, thdama atwhich SultanAbu Bakr described as ‘the true remnant of
the Shehy would remain firmly upon theninhaj of the Shehy but more importantly they would
be the keepers of the flags of t8aehu from whom thebarakaof the Shehuwould reemerge
and spread throughout the world. This does not nleginthese communities in the east would
not also be plagued by crisis. On the contrary, aée key problems, the eastern communities
would be continuously plagued with will be extrepwerty, and constant supervision by those
authorities who fear the politicization of the coonmties. Like, the western communities, these

22 Ahmad ar-Rufai® bin Uthman ibn Fuduye®, “Alamaaiukuuj’l-Mahdi, (unpublished manus. in possession of
author), ff. 8-9.




communities on the Blue Nile and tli#jaz would also have people who will abandon the
minhajand seek to divert the entire community ‘towaldswest’. However, the oral and textual
evidence indicates that these communities, paatityuthose centered in Maiurno will remain
true to theminhajof theShehuand they would persist until the appearancal-dflahdi, as it was
foretold by theShehu The Sultanof the eastern communities, in contrast to $udtanof the
western communities will be inward looking, lessidar and seeing its key responsibility as the
maintenance of the remnant abdraka of the Shehuuntil the al-Mahdi appears. The present
Sultansince 1970 to the present has béemir'l-Mu’mineenal-Hajj Abu Bakr ibn Muhammad
Tahir ibn Muhammad Bello Maiurno ibn Muhammad Attahibn Ahmad Zaruku ibn Abu Bakr
Atiku ibn ShehuUthman ibn Fuduye'. He is the leader of those camities that made thiijra
to the east fulfilling the prophecy 8&hehuJthman ibn Fuduye’ in 1804. Their center is therto
of Maiurno on the Blue Nile, in Sennar of the Repubf Sudan. Like th&Shehuhe is very tall,
and like theShehy ShaykhAbdullahi andSultanMuhammad Bello, he is known for his silence,
constant remembrance of Allah ta'ala, austerity taedpurification of the heart. Not only is he
the temporal ruler of the communities of thigra, but he is also, the spiritual guide of the
Tareeqaor Spiritual Path bequeathed to us ®gehuUthman ibn Fuduye'. It is under his
leadership that now Anglo-Americans, Hispanics #reAfrican lost and found reverts to Islam
in America, the UK, the Carribean and adherenSauath Africa have taken their spiritual shade,
in fulfilment of Divine Prophecy, foretold in thearlier Scriptures and on the tongue of the
Shehu It is with the fulfillment of the prophecy of theass return of these lost and found
descendents of Ibrahim back to the Way of theintegus ancestors which would be one of the
major eschatological signs indicating the nearoésise End of Time. It is for this reason tladt
Hajj Malik El Shabazz used to repeatedly inform dsid not pretend to be a divine man, but |
do believe in divine guidance, divine power, anthmfulfillment of divine prophecy

According to the prophecies of the earlier scrigsurthis return of the Prodigal Son,
(symbolizing the return of a ‘lost people’ or ‘gaeted stone’) back to the Way of Ibrahim,
would also herald the end of that civilization tlogipressed the People of God. This would be
marked by major natural disasters around the wardch would shake the people of the earth in
order to awaken them to the nearness of the Efithté. Even the most skeptical atheists are not
heedless of the increased natural disasters whehi@vastating the earth; the collapse of the
economic order which lay at the foundation of thep-4pharoanic culture; the amassing of
European crusading armies under the flags of Armaitd NATO in the lands of Islam; as well
as the oppression of Muslim national minoritieseirery single country on earth. All of these
‘signs’ indicate a turning point and a paradigmftshvhich will forever alter the world as we
have been made to understand it by the dominartreul Although, atheists and natural
scientists attribute the impending disaster faangnkind to ‘global warming’ or ‘galactic
alignments’; yet, no one denies that the SignsiefEnd of Time are upon us. The debilitation of
Islamic sovereignty, the corruption and co-optifgtlee scholars of Islam by non Muslim
authorities, the intentional mis-interpolation sfaim, the gathering of the scholars at the gates of
the rulers, the selling of the religion for a smaidice in this world, the learning of Islam for
prestige and rank, and the corruption of the ravkshe People of Allah ta'ala; and all the
remaining Signs which the Messenger of Allah, mdiatA bless him and grant him peace
foretold in detail, have become plain to see. Reshi is our own involvement in these
destabilization Signs which has caused us to beciert. \We have all become culpable in the
rapid filling of the earth with oppression and stjge. When we witness the People of Allah



being lured into a position where they have toatmrate with the enemies of Allah, is a clear
indication that injustice would permeate even Saents’.

It is this recognition which will induce the eliemong the People of Allah to flee to
Mecca searching for the one individual whose vertyire will cleanse and purify tidmmajust
prior to the establishment of the Hour. Their fliggh Mecca searching for the AwaitaMahdi
will be a clear sign of their repentance and retiarrAllah ta'ala from the injustice that was
allowed to seep into their sacred ranks. We sekigeewith Allah ta'ala and ask Him to purify
His close friends with repentance to Him and toseaus to attain His forgiveness as a result of
their repentance. Indeed, one of the key objeciivestablishing the ‘signs’ of the End of Time
is a form of mercy and generosity to tdHexmaof Muhammad, may Allah bless him and grant
him peace, so that they can be alerted to the ‘intewhat must be done’, and repent before the
establishment of the Hour about which there is no dotibt

It is in this light that we at the Sankore’ Inditwf Islamic-African Studies International
present this translation of one of the more impaneorks ofShehuUthman ibn Fuduye™ on the
Signs of the End of Time. Our objective is the sasedhat of its author; so that the reader can
testify to the truthfulness and veracity of the Bwgger of Allah, may Allah bless him and grant
him peace by through eye witnessing the matterffotetold would happen; and so that we can
repent all together so that we can succeed befier®bor of Repentance is forever Closed. We
seek refuge with Allah ta'ala. O Allah open forthe door of repentance, forgive us and accept
our repentance by the rank of Muhammad with Yo ba merciful to the entir&lmma of
Muhammad, with a universal mercy — Amen.

ShaykhMuhammad Shareef bin Farid
15 Safar, 1431 (01-30-10)
WwWw.siiasi.org

People’s Republic of China




TANBEEHU'L-UMMA

"ALA QURBI HUJUUM ASHRAAT'L-SAA'A

Admonitioning the Muslim Umma About the Beginning and Nearness of

the Signs of the End of Time



Translation

In the name of Allah the Beneficent the Mercifukay abundant Peace and Blessings of
Allah be upon our master Muhammad and his Famity @ampanions. Says the poor slave in
need of the mercy of his Lord Uthman ibn Muhammad ibn Uthman, known asDan
Fuduye’, (may Allah submerge him in His mercy, Amen). pthises are due to Allah who has
dispatched the signs of the Hour before their dataaurrence as a rousing of mankind from
their sleep before its begins. Peace and blesbiaggpon Muhammad the seal of the Prophets
and Messengers, whose appearance was the ingralo§ithe Hour; and upon his family and
Companions and all communities which invite to Alland all communities which accept the
call. (To continue):

This book is an awakening of the Muslldmmaconcerning the inception and nearness
of the signs of the Hour and that some of thesessitave already appeared just as the Prophet,
may Allah bless him and grant him peace, inform&dQur objective in warning and awakening
them to the advent of these signs is to induce ttoevards repentance as a precaution before the
advent of the Hour comes between them and theincgh&o rectify what has passed. It is
necessary for them to examine their souls and leernselves off from this worldly life and
prepare themselves for the Promised Hour. Foetk&ms are the indications of the ending of
this world and its cessation. We have placed is ook ten sections.



The first section What has been mentioned concerning the exteieofiuration of this world.
The second sectionThe fallacy of designating a precise time for ifwur or its signs.

The third section: The occurrence of some of the signs of the Hour.

The fourth sectiont What has been mentioned concerning the appeacdiiceal-Mahdi (may
Allah be pleased with him).

The fifth section: What has been mentioned concerning the appeacddrice Dajjal (may Allah
curse him).

The sixth section What has been related concerning the descemisasJupon him be peace).
The seventh sectionWhat has been mentioned concergintipe release of Juuj and Majuuj.
The eighth section What has been related concerning the taking upeoQur'an.

The ninth section What has been mentioned concerning the appeacdice creature.

The tenth section What has been related concerning the rising@f&ihn from the west.

23 Here ends facsimile 2 of the Arabic manuscript.



Section One:The Extent of the Duration of This World

We have placed three issues in this section: fl¢xplanation that the duration of this
world is seven thousand years; [2] an explanati@t the Prophet, may Allah bless him and
grant him peace, was sent in the last part of théheusandth year; and [3] an explanation that
the duration of thi&mmawill by no means extend beyond one-thousand aredHundred years
(1500), in accordance with what "Abd'l-Rahmaanwafts asserted.

An Explanation that the Duration of this World is Seven Thousand Years

| say and success is with Allah, that both al-H@ma&nd at-Tirmidhi in his Nawaadir'l-
Usuul have related on the authority of Abu Hurayra, (mM#igh be pleased with him), who said
that the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless hind gmant him peace, said in the tradition
concerning the People of Hell Firg{fahannamiyyif and the extent that they will abide therein:

Arps @l g i o gy ) A g e Ll e L ESay (e plgn G i Lgad S agl) 5k )
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"They will abide in it for the duration of this Wdr from the time it was created until the time it
will be annihilated. And that is seven thousandyé&a

Ibn Asaakir related on the authority of Anas iballM (may Allah be pleased with him),
who said that the Messenger of Allah, may Allatsbleim and grant him peace said:

(AL AL 5 o Hle alaa Lias (Y Aaaas Liall e 4l i) (8 0 6 alusd) dals i ()
"Whoever takes care of the needs of a Muslim fergake of Allah, Allah will write for him the
reward equal to the duration of this World whiclséven thousand years, like one who fasted all
its days and prayed all its nights."”

Ibn "Adiy related on the authority of Anas, (majlafy be pleased with him), who said

that the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless hird grant him peace, said:
(Fs5 Coe A llS &) e oy Tl 1l ) QB AN ol (e ol s Lidll yac))
"The duration of this World is seven days from fhays of the Hereafter. Allah ta'ala says:

‘Verily a Day with your Lord is like one thousandsgeof your reckoning'
It has been related by Ibn Abi Haatim in his Tiafsi the authority of Ibn "Abass:

(s VT s g ame 288 s YT daps 3 AY) pan (0 Aren L))
"This World is one week from the Weeks of the H&mraseven thousand years. Six thousand

years have already elapsed from them." It has bedated by Ibn Abi'l-Dunya in his book called
Dhimm'l-Amal on the authority of Sa'id ibn Jubayr, who said:

5AY) aan (e dran Ladll
"This World is equal to one week from the Weeks#hef Hereafter."



"Abdu ibn Hameed related in his Tafsin the authority of a méh from the People of
the Book who accepted Islam and said:
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c.aLuJ\eyuﬁeaa\‘gseb\m‘d\g_umm‘@u\eyss@u\dz.;je\_a\ h.s..\l\

"Verily Allah ta’ala created the heavens and theheia six daysand a day with your Lord is
equal to one thousand years of your reckoriingde has made the appointed time of this World
six days and He placed the Hour in the seventh Tagre has elapsed six days and you are now
in the seventh.”

It has been related by Ibn Is’hag on the authasftypbn “Abass, may Allah be pleased
with him, who said: "The Jews used to say thate "@bration of this World is seven thousand
years and we will only be punished in the Fire dag from the days of this World for every
thousand years . Our punishment will only be selreited days. Then Allah ta'ala revealed
concernlng that

&\‘:qu}bs.ae\mg_o&\uh_auh\;@cé\ﬂ\me;m\damjmub\‘j\ Ju\mun}xu}%

They say that the Flre will not touch them exceptafllmlted amount of days Say: Have you
received a promise from Allah, then Allah will dall to perform His promise, or do you say
about Allah that which you-do not know? Yes! whoé&as earned errors and his faults have
beset him on all sides, these are the inmateseoFite, and they will abide in there forevép
This was also related by Ibn Jarir, Ibn al-Mundind Ibn Abi Haatim.

It has been related by "Abdu ibn Humayd on théautly of Uthman ibn Za'ida: "A man
named Kunuz was so demanding in his worship thavdwdd never let up. It was said to him:
'Will you not take a rest for your soul, even fomament?!' He replied: "What has reached you
concerning the duration of this World?' They s&&kven thousand years.' He then said: 'What
has reached you concerning the duration of the @ajudgment?' They said: 'Fifty-thousand
years." He then said: 'Is it impossible for ong@i to behave for one seventh of his day until
you are safe from the terrors of that Day?!"."

24 Here ends facsimile 3 of the Arabic manuscript.
25 Quran 2:80-81



An Explanation that the Prophet, may Allah bless hin and grant him peace, was Sent in
the Last Part of the Sixth Thousandth Year

"Abd'l-Rahmaan al-Suyuti said in his Kitaab'l-Kgsboncerning thidJmma exceeding
one thousand years which has been proven in thgidras: "The Prophet, may Allah bless him
and grant him peace, was sent in the last parhefsixth thousandth year. The proof for that
from themarfu aat® traditions is what was related on the authorityabDuhaak ibn "Amr al-
Juhayni, who said: ' | saw a dream which | reldtethe Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless
him and grant him peace. | s&d:l was with you, O Messenger of Allah! and you &standing
upon aminbak8 which had seven steps. You were upon the higtiept' sSThe Messenger of
Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him peacedsai
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'As for theminbar which you saw with seven steps and | being onhighest step, [it means]
that the duration of this World is seven thousaedry and | am in the last thousandth year'." It
was narrated by al-Bayhagi in his al-Dalafid al-Suhayli placed it in his al-Raud

Al-Suhayli narrated a tradition which mauquufanon the authority of Ibn Abass, may

Allah be pleased with him, from sound channglsuq sihaaly:
Lal el agle Al s dl Josm )y Cong g s all oy JS ) A Ll

"The duration of this World is seven days. Each éayals one thousand years. The Messenger
of Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him peagas sent in the lattermost part of it." This
was verified $§ahhaha by Abu Ja’far at-Tabari. That is the foundatiowl ghe strongest support
in this traditions. Then "Abd'l-Rahmaan al-Suystid: "His saying, 'l am in the last
thousandth’, means the majority of the religionnisthe seventh thousandth in order to be
consistent with what was related of him being serthe last part of the sixth thousandth year.
For if he were sent in the first part of the sehethibusandth year, then that would be one of the
great signsdl-ashraat'l-kubrd, like the Dajjal, the descent of Jesus (upon barpeace) and the
rising of the Sun from the west. If this were trtlteen more than one hundred years before today
we would have noticed the establishment of the Hduhe completion of the thousandth year.
However, nothing of these signs have been noticdthis is a proof that the remainder of the
seventh thousandth year exceeds three hundred'years

| say, that which will prove that he, may Allatess him and grant him peace, was sent in
the last part of the sixth thousandth year is tbeda of Wahb which is the following:

Lw Alains s A (YT dsad Lol (e il 8
"There has elapsed from this World five thousandi €ir hundred years (5600)."

26 Marfu aat(sing.marfu) - a technical term used to mean those traditidrish have a chain of authority going
all the way back to the Prophet, may Allah bless and grant him peace.

27 Here ends facsimile 4 of the Arabic manuscript.

28 Minbar - the name given to the podium upon whichithemstands while giving the Friday sermon.



An Explanation that the Duration of this UmmaWill not Exceed Beyond One-Thousand
and Five-Hundred Years
"Abd'l-Rahmaan al-Suyuti said in his Kitaab'l-K§sconcerning thidmmaexceeding

one thousand years which has been proven in tdéiorgs: "The duration of thi®mmawill
exceed one-thousand years, but it is not possilet fto reach beyond that by five-hundred
years?® That is because there has been related by wayoy channels that the duration of this
World is seven thousand years and that the Proptat,Allah bless him and grant him peace,
was sent in the last part of the sixth thousandtr.y

He also mentioned in the same book: "l saw in_titedu'l-Fitanof Imam Ahmad ibn
Hanbal, who said: 'Ishma'’il ibn "Abd'l-Karim ibn Mgl ibn Munabbah informed us that "Abd'l-
Samad informed us that he heard Wahb say:
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"There has elapsed from this World five-thousand sir-hundred years. | am aware of all the
times from them and with all their kings and Praghe Then "Abd'l-Rahmaan as-Suyuti said:
"That is a proof that the duration of thisnmawill exceed beyond one-thousand years by about
four-hundred years, approximately.”

May Allah give success at arriving at what is cotre

29 Here ends facsimile 5 of the Arabic manuscript.



Section Two: Concerning the Fallacy of Designating Particular Time for the Occurrence
of the Hour or Its Signs

We have placed three issues in this section Hl$@n explanation that the occurrence of
the Hour and its signs are only known by Allah & §] an explanation of the fallacy of what
has been related concerning the designation of sdrtfese signs; and [3] an explanation that
everything which the Prophet, (may Allah bless laina grant him peace) informed us of - must
of necessity occur, because there can be no casttoadin what he said, and if it does not occur,
then it is a lie ascribed to him.

An Explanation that the Occurrence of the Hour andits Signs are Only Known by Allah:
It has reached us in the tradition of Jibril, (ngum be peace) when the Messenger of
Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him peaced:sai

(B (g alels Lie J sl W)
"The one questioned knows no more about it thanotie questioning.” It was narrated by
Muslim. Likewise, in a narration by as-Sha’bi wtaads "Jibril met Jesus, upon them be peace,

and Jesus asked Jibril: ‘When is the Hour?' Th@il'd wings began to tremble uncontrollably
and he said:

B V) oSl Y m Y s l pand) il (Bl (e alel Leie J s e
"The one questioned knows no more about it thanotiee questioning. Knowledge of it has
burdened the heavens and the earth and it will cmiye suddenly'.”

If you were to say that it has been establishatl ttie Prophet, may Allah bless him and
grant him peace, was asked about the Hour-andithe"$&e one questioné®l knows no more
about it than the one questioning.” = This is a ptbat he did not possess knowledge of the time
of its occurrence. It has also been related taaaid:

((0leS el 5 W)
"I and the Hour have been sent like this (he thehyp his index finger and middle finger
together)." This meant that‘l-am the Last of Brephets. There will not come after me another
Prophet. | will only be followed by the Day of Judgnt, just as the middle finger follows the
index finger. For there is no finger between the fimgers. This is a proof that he did have
knowledge of that. So therefore, how can theredreeament between these two traditions? The
answer is that th@ur'an explained it by Its words:

o 2 ke L
"Verily its knowledge is only with my Lotd Neither was he nor anyone else aware of it. d An
as for his saying: "I and the Hour have been siet this." It means, | am the last of the
Prophets for no other Prophet will come after meatTwhich will come after me will be the Day
of Judgment, like the index finger which comes raftee middle finger - with no other finger
coming between them. This does not in any way s#egés that he possessed knowledge of the
Hour itself, but it does indicate that the Houn&ar and that its signs are consecutive.
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Allah has mentioned its signs when he said:
Gl ol vy
"Its signs have appearédmeaning that it is near because its signs lagypeared. The scholars,
may Allah be pleased with them, have said thatetleve been no traditions related from the

Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peagecerning the designation of the exact time
of the occurrence of the Hour or the exact timago$igns.

An Explanation of the Fallacy of What Has Been Relad Concerning Designating an Exact
Time for Some of These Signs

What al-Qurtubi said in his al-Tadhkicencerning the prevalence of the warnings of the
Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peateutthe corruption of the times, the
alteration of the religion, and the loss of trustsufficient against relying upon those detailed
false statements and fallacious traditions conogrthie signs of the Hour.

Among these false traditions is what was suppgsetited on the authority of Qatada on
the authority of Anas, may Allah be pleased witmlhat the Messenger of Allah, may Allah
bless him and grant him peace, said: "Verily inybar two-hundred (aftérijra) so-and-so will
happen; and in the year two-hundred and ten scsanilill happen; and in twenty so-and-so will
happen; and in thirty so-and-so will happen; anfifty so-and-so will happen; and in the year
two-hundred and sixty the sun will disappear faoaplete hour and half of mankind gth
will die." 1 ask you, "Since tha&t time has passed,-did that happen?" And these sthang
normally general and the remainder of the mattdmhvare mentioned may occur in another
land ; however, no one either in the East or thestV¢an miss the disappearance of the Sun.
For the year two-hundretijra has passed and two-hundred years after the déd#ie &rophet,
may Allah bless him and grant him peace, has passetithere has been no occurrence of such
events.

Another proof that these stories are not truéad the history based updrjra was not
established nor related during the time of the Miger of Allah, may Allah bless him and grant
him peace, but was established during the timem&t) So how is it allowable for these events
to be accounted during the time of the Messengdilah, may Allah bless him and grant him
peace, and history according to thiga had not been recorded during his time? Thus, rew ¢
anyone say that "in the year two-hundred and- inyder two-hundred and twenty", when the
history according tdijra had not been established then.

Likewise, there is the false tradition supposedlgted on the authority of Abu Sa’id al-
Khudri, that the Prophet, may Allah bless him amdng him peace, said: "In the year five-
hundred and ninety-nine, tla¢-Mahdi will appear among mymmain opposition to the people.
He will fill the earth with justice just as it hdgseen previously filled with oppression. Those
who reside in the heavens and those who residadh will be pleased with him. Allah will
open the treasures of the earth and the heavehsand down its rain. The earth will bring out
its fruits and farmers will plant a handful of graand will reap one-hundred handfuls in return.
High-prices, destitution, and hunger will be rembveom people..." , until the end of the
tradition.  Al-Qurtubi then said: "Everything whictvas related in this tradition, is also
mentioned in the sound tradition related by Hudaayid others. What is rejected from it is the
designation of time. For the year five-hundred amety-nine has passed and nothing of that has
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occurred." Then after a bit he continued: "Whatasessary to say concerning this matter is that
whatever the Prophet, may Allah bless him and ghamt peace, mentioned concerning the
tribulations and what will be, will definitely occuAnd whatever is mentioned concerning the
designation of an exact time concerning that isx@ed of sound verification which cuts off
excuses. For that is like the time of the Day @& ttcurrence of the Hour, no one knows in
which year or month it will occur. What is knownttgat it will occur on aluma’a But which
particularJuma’a no one knows that exactyexcept Allah “izza wa jalla, who has no partner.
Likewise there is no exact time designation for dlseurrence of the signs of the Hour. For no
one knows this and Allah knows best." Here endstwh®urtubi said in his al-Tadhkira

He has said in another place: "What Abu'l-Hassdma&d ibn Ja'afar said in his
Kitaabu'l-Malaahimconcerning what has passed and what will be irfuhee, was taken from
the Book of Daniel according to what he claimeddAmit are clarification of the false traditions
(al-maudu’aat which contradict itself and concerning what sowfethe heretical groups
(jama’tu'l-zanaadigawho attribute lies to the most truthful of menuhammad, may Allah
bless him and grant him peace, that he said: '#gnytar three-hundred the Dajjal will appear
from among the Jews of Isfahan.”

Verily the worst of scandals in this religion hlasen what has been related from the
Israili traditions from the direction of the thoado pretend to religion. For there is nothing
which has been related from Daniel except throbgimt In the Kitaabu'l-"ltisaaiih is related
that Ibn Abass, may Allah be pleased with him said:

O aSian 38 alu g adde ) i d) Qg Ao 50 @l a5 e il e Sl ol o sl ass
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fogiline ge alall o 4o aSela Lo oSlety
"How is it possible for you to question the Peopléhe Book about anything, when your Book
which was sent down to the Messenger of Allah, iligh bless him and grant him peace, has
informed you that the People of the Book alterexiBook of Allah and changed it and wrote the
book with their hands and said it was from Allahe¥ did this in order to obtain a small price by
it. Does what has come down to you, not prohibit fom-questioning them?" lbn Dihya, may
Allah be pleased with him, said:
D oonds ) oSl 5 )5 Sy aple OS5l G (e e s

"How can those who were treacherous towards ANep lied upon Him, disbelieved, were
arrogant and who corrupted religion, be trustedtzeickved!?"

| say, and the likeness of these reports whicligdate a specific time are mere fallacies
as what was related in the Kitaabu'l-Fitah Na'im ibn Hamaad who said: "Abu Yusef al-
Maqdasi who was from Kufa, informed us on the atdthef Muhammad ibn al-Hanafiyya, who
said: 'Theal-Mahdi will appear in the year twelve-hundred after tmepRetichijra.” Also what
was related by Nu'aym on the authority of Ja fat the said: “Theal-Mahdi will arise33 in the
year two hundred after one thousand of ijea of the Prophet.” Also included among these
false traditions is what was related on the authof Abu Qutayl, who said: "The people will
be gathered around tla¢-Mahdi in the year twelve-hundred and four after the Rebig hijra.”

32 Here ends facsimile 8 of the Arabic manuscript.
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The above mentioned time has occurred ancaliMahdi has not appeared, therefore it is clear
that the designation of that specific time is disige. Thus | have judged it as false, although
none of the scholars before me has said it wa®.fdl&kewise, "Abd'l-Rahmaan al-Suyuti
mentioned it in his books Kitaabu'l-"Arfa'l-Wardi Akhbaar'l-Mahdiand Kitaabu'l-Kashf "an
Mujaawazat Hadhihi'l-Umma al-Alfaaid: "I saw that mentioned in the Kitaabu'l-FitdrNa'im

ibn Hamaad." These traditions are all false becauseything which has been mentioned about
what will occur in certain years, have all passed theal-Mahdi has not yet appeared.”

As for Nu'aym ibn Hamaad and "Abd'l-Rahmaan alt&ugre concerned they are
excused from judging these traditions as false um#hat was unknown in their time. But as for
me, | have seen these times and | have not yet tbeeappearance of tle-Mahdi. For this
reason | have judged these traditions as being.fdlse scholars have related that there is no
tradition which has been ever related from the Regpmay Allah bless him and grant him peace,
concerning the designation of a specific time fo# bccurrence of the Hour or its signs. This
clarifies that whatever is mentioned in the booksvbat is heard from tongues concerning the
designation of a specific time for the occurrentéhe Hour and designating a specific time for
its signs are all false. They have no foundatiomfthe law giver, may Allah bless him and grant
him peace. It is also understood from that, thaatvidr mentioned from the people who calculate
calendarsdhlu’l-hisaal) concerning the words of Allah ta'ala:

FIA RN PRGNS
"Its signs have appeargdand-His words:
b a6 o i Ry
"The command of Allah has come, so do not rush #that and its like is not to be relied upon
because it has no foundation with the law-givery ildah bless him and grant hi¥th peace.

An Explanation that Everything-Which the Prophetinformed Us Must Occur:

Discrepancy in what the Messenger of Allah, makabless him and grant him peace,
informed us of is impossible because truthfulnesanid obligation with respect to every Prophet.
It is understood from this that everything whichsad that the Messenger of Allah, may Allah
bless him and grant him peace, came with, museoéssity occur. And if it does not occur in
the time which it is said that it would happen rilites an absolute lie attributed to him.

It has been related that the Prophet, may Allashim and grant him peace said:

(e =)
"Lies will be attributed to me." This is in accomd® with what the scholars, may Allah be

pleased with them, have said concerning the inttoln to the_Saheeh Muslinwhere it is
related:

2l 5 aSL) g wS3UT Y g il ) gaandi ol Lay Cudlal) e oS5 6 0 93 0 sllaa a3 AT 8 o SY))
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"There will come in the End of Time lying impostddajaaluur) who will come to you from the
direction of the traditionsaf'ahaadith) which you nor your fathers have not heard before.
Beware of them so they do not lead you astray aimd) lwown upon you tribulation!" "Abd'l-
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Rahmaan al-Suyuti said in his commentary on the€aalkalh "Among the things which cut one
off by attributing lies to him is every erroneousddalse tradition and one should never accept
allegorical interpretations of th@ur'anic verses or prophetic traditions because the Praphgt
Allah bless him and grant him peace, was proteftted false speech.”

May Allah give success at arriving at what is cotre



Section Three: Concerning The Occurrence of Some dfie Signs of the Hour

We have placed in this section five issues: [1eaplanation of the prevalence of some
of the blameworthy characteristics which have betaretold as being among the signs of the
Hour by the prophetic traditions; [2] an explanatmf the occurrence of the earthquakes which
have been foretold as one of the signs of the Hguhe prophetic traditions; [3] an explanation
of the occurrence of the solar and lunar eclipskghlwhave been foretold as being among the
signs of the Hour by the prophetic traditions; §4] explanation of the emergence of fire from the
lands of theHijaz3> which has been foretold as being among the sidgntheo Hour by the
prophetic traditions; and [5] an explanation of tha&ls and tribulations which have been foretold
as being among the signs of the Héuby the prophetic traditions.

An Explanation of the Prevalence of Some of the Bhaeworthy Characteristics Which Have
Been Foretold as One of the Signs of the Hour by éhProphetic Traditions:

Truly occupying oneself with the narrations whigting impending warning especially
after they have become plain for all to see is ty dg al-Qurtubi mentioned in his al-Tadhkira
He said: "It is incumbent to remind oneself and Mheslims of these (signs) until they become
well aware of them so that they can affirm the wiga of the Prophet, may Allah bless him and
grant him peace, and attest to his truthfulnesslitinat he informed us."

It |s related |n the Sah Sahlahll Bukhari:

u}s@;d@x\d&};w\ S ) ks Jea )&h}gﬂ\dﬂu\mumw\ )
((J;\)]\ e.isl\ o\f\uw

"Among the signs of the Hour will be the decreasSkmnmwledge, the appearance and promotion
of ignorance, the manifestation of adultery andifeation, and the increase of women and the
decrease of men until when one man will have te tedre of fifty women." For all matters
above which were mentioned in that tradition haypeared in every land as al-Qurtubi
explained in his_al-Tadhkird'Concerning the increase of women, that has eeduamong us
and among those near us in Spaimdalud." Abu Nuaym mentioned in the tradition of
Makhul on the authority of Hudhayfa al-Yemani tiia¢ Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless
him and grant him peace said:

(Bl ae )
"The Hour has its signs." He was then asked wieaéws signs. He replied:

((Cosmad) Jal e Sl Jal ) seda s aalisall 8 Gudll Jal < sual Jle))
"When the voices of the people of corruptiahl()’-fisg) are raised in prestige in the mosque and
the people of indecencwlilu’l-munka) get the upper hand over the people of decealbhu(-
ma’ruf)." All of the above has appeared for all to see.

Among these blameworthy characteristics is the enait authority being given to those
who are undeserving of it and the building of talildings. It has been related by al-Bukhari on
the authority of Abu Hurayra, may Allah be pleaséth him: "We were with the Messenger of
Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him peacea ilecture where he was teaching the people.

35 Hijaaz is defined as those lands which are located inmistern part of the Arabian peninsular along ted R
Sea. Itincludes the cities of Jedda, Yanbu, tbky Kities of Mecca and Medina and others.
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Then there came a Bedouin who asked: "When is the™ However, the Messenger of Allah,
may Allah bless him and grant him peace, contingaghing. Some of the people felt that he
heard what the man asked but disliked it, whileerghfelt he did not hear what he said. This
continued until he had finished teaching the pedpéethen said:

((Sieladl e i) o))
"Where is the one who asked about the Hour?" Thesaal: "Here | am O Messenger of Allah.”
He said:

(Aol | 5 kla 25y Cna 1))
"When the trust is destroyed then anticipate thertidde then asked, "How will the trust be
destroyed®” He replied:

(Aol Lhoofs alal ye Y e 2w 13))

"When the authority is given to those who do natettee it, then anticipate the HowdB."

It has also come in a tradition narrated by al-Baukbn the authority of Abu Hurayra:

((Cladl 8 ol J gy m o Y delad) )

"The Hour will not be established until the peopkgan building tall buildings.” Everything
which has been mentioned in the above two traditmnal-Bukhari have appeared for all eyes to
see. Al-Qurtubi mentioned in his_al-Tadhkit®ur scholars, may Allah be merciful to them,
have said that whatever the Messenger of Allah, Aidggh bless him and grant him peace,
informed us of in that matter has already occueed has pervaded the people. For authority
has been given to those who are undeserving aidtthe lowest of people have become the
leaders and they have taken governance over tlis @md the government in them. They in
turn amass wealth and build tall buildings as Wl known and witnessed in these times."

And among these blameworthy characteristics is @hpearance of lying impostors
(dajaaluun. Al-Qurtubi said in his al-TadhkirdTheir exact number has come down to us in
the tradition of Hudhayfa, may Allah be pleasedhwiim, that the Messenger of Allah, may
Allah bless him and grant him peace, said:

((am 8 Y el S (il 13 5l aal aghe (e g dman O llany O XS Sl L))
"There will be twenty-seven lying impostordafaaluur) from among myUmma and four of
them will be women. For | am the seal of the Paetphthere will be no prophet after me."
This was related by Abu Nu'aym al-HaafidhAl-Qadi "lyad said: "All of that has appeared, for
if you were to count all those who claimed proph&oyn the time of the Prophet, may Allah
bless him and grant him peace, until the presembng those who were famous and well known

37 Here ends facsimile 12 of the Arabic manuscript.

38 gskaykhlbn Hajr al-Askalaani said in him commentary ugbe Saheelof al-Bukhari called Fat'hu ‘I-Baari
“What is intended by “authoritya{-amn)” here is the class of affairs which are relatedthie religion, like the
khilaafa (supreme authortyimaara (regional authority), the judiciaryal-qudag, legal judgmentiftaa) and the
like. . . His saying “ then anticipate the Hour” ans . . . if the matter becomes like that thencgate it. Ibn

Bataal said: ‘The meaning of “is given to those vdwmnot deserve it”, is that tHemamswhich Allah ta’ala has
made leaders of His servants and which is obligétmrthem to gove sound advice to them, it is seagy for them
to be among the people of sound religion. For wihenpeople follow other than the people of sourigiom, then

they have destroyed the trust which Allah ta’ak digen them to follow.”




by the groups which followed them in their erroyou would find that exact number. Whoever
examines the books of narratives and the anndistafry will realize the soundness of that."

Among these blameworthy characteristics is the-A@bs taken precedence over the
Arabs in government and politics. That has occujustias the Prophet informed us, may Allah
bless him and grant him peace. He said:

(S8 8 55 el i)

"Woe to the Arabs from an evil which has approache®#Vhat he meant by 'woe', as Ibn Arafa,
may Allah be pleased with him said: "It means gaefl sorrow. For the Prophet, may Allah
bless him and grant him peace, informed us by loigig: 'Woe to the Arabs from an evil which
has approached', after him regarding the mattéveoArabs because of what they will experience
from affliction and strife. All of that can be sebecause of what they used to possess from
kingdoms, government, wealth and authority and ltolaas passed to others from among the
Turks and non-Arabs. They now hibernate in the dessdter they had once possessed might,
kingdom, and worldly goods by the blessings of Pinephet, upon him be peace; and after what
they possessed of the religion and Islam. And sEeaome of their kings were not thankful for
this blessing and denied it by killing people utipand taking their wealth, then Allah took His
blessings from them and gave it to others.

Among these blameworthy characteristics are thdseh were narrated by Zurnub ibn
Burtumla, one of the regents of Jesus the son oy Mgon him be peace. Al-Khateeb Abu Bakr
Ahmad ibn Ali said on the authority of Anas-on-#aghority of Naafi' on the authority of Ibn
Umar, who said: "Umar ibn al-Khataab, may Allahfdeased with him, wrote to Sa'd ibn Abi
Wagqaas, may Allah be pleased with him, who wasAtmr of Qaadisiya, to send Fadala ibn
Mu awiya al-Ansari to the borders of Iraq in order protect its surroundings. Then Sa'd
dispatched Faaa with three-hundred horsemen until they readiedborders of Iraq. They
protected its vicinities and they gained many aagstiand spoils. They then returned driving the
captives in front of them until the time of thedatfternoon prayer passed and the sun was soon
to set. Fadla then tied the captives and spoils at the fbatrmountain and went to make the call
to prayer. When he saidAllahu Akbar! Allahu Akbatt a voice from the mountain replied,
"You have exalted Him greatly, O Fad." When he said: Ash'hadu an laa ilaha illa Allal!
the voice replied, "That indeed is the word of enity, O Fadla. "When he said:Ash’hadu
anna Muhammadan rasululldhi the voice replied, "That is the warner and tre to whom
Jesus the son of Mary, heralded and at the he&aisd&fmmathe Hour will appear.” When he
said, 'Hayya "ala as-salaali, the voice said: "Blessed is he that rushed &md who is constant
in it." When he said,Mayya "ala al-falaal, the voice said: "He indeed has succeeded who
answers the call of Muhammad, may Allah bless hiath grant him peace, and for hisnmais
the eternal after life." When he saidllahu Akbar! Allahu Akbar! Laa ilaha illa Allahti! the
voice said, "You have obtained true sincerity, @dfa Allah has forbidden the Fire to touch
you." Thus when he had completed the call to prayerstood up and said: "Who are you, may
Allah be merciful to you?" Are you a an Angel jomn which lives in the mountains and a
wanderer from among the slaves of Allah? We heatd yoice, so show us your form , for we
are the delegation of Allah and his Messenger &eddelegation of Umar ibn al-Khataab."
Then the mountain was cleaved open and at its sumias a man with the whitest of hair and
beard and who wore two tattered garments of woelskid: As-salaamu alaikum wa rahmatu
Allahi wa barakaatuhti And we replied: Wa “alaikum as-salaamu wa rahmatu Allahi wa
barakaatuhti Who are you, may Allah be merciful to you?" Heplred: " | am Zurnub ibn



Burtumla, the regent of the righteous slave Jebessbn of Mary, upon him be peace. He
commanded me to live in this mountain and prayeat thmight remain on earth until he
descends from the heavens to kill the pigs andkittea cross, and clear himself from what the
Christians have wrongly imputed to him. | see | dawissed meeting with Muhammad, may
Allah bless him and grant him peace. Thereforerekiay greetings to Umar and tell him that |
said, 'O Umar! do what is right and draw near t@Alfor the matter has approached and it is
imminent." Inform him of these characteristics whit will inform you. For when these
characteristics appear in thbnmaof Muhammad, may Allah bless him and grant himcpea
then flee! flee! When men sleep with men and worsleep with women. When people give
authority to other than its rightful people, andct their origin to other than their rightful
charges. When the old are not kind to the youngthedyoung do not respect the old. When
people avoid right conduct and do not command iheWthey persist in indecency and do not
forbid it. When their scholars seek knowledge ideorto obtain by it gold and silver. When the
rainfall causes drought and offspring become wrtiVhen minarets are built tall and lofty.
When the Qur'an is beautified with silver. Whenytlsgart erecting tall buildings. When they
follow their corrupt passions. When they sell tekgion for this world's life. When they increase
in murder. When they break the ties of kinship. Whbkey began bribing the government.
When they devour compounded interest. When thetinyebbecome authoritative and disdainful.
When a man emerges from his home and he who isrlibttn him in religion stands to give him
the greetings and when women ride on the backamtéts.”

Then he suddenly disappeared from in front ofTieen Fadal wrote about that to Sa'd
who in turn wrote about that to Umar. Then Umartersack to Sa'd saying: "O Sa'd! By Allah!
By Allah! You and those with you from among the Miilun and the Ansaars must go until you
reach that mountain. When you find him, give him gmgetings. For verily the Messenger of
Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him peaceoiinfed us that some of the regents of Jesus
the son of Mary, upon him be peace, live in the maims on the outskirts of Iraq.” Then Sa'd set
out with four-thousand of the Muhajirun and the Aasuntil they reached that mountain. They
called the call to prayer for every prayer for mtivan forty days. But they received no answer."
These characteristics enumerated by Zurnub ibnuBuat have all appeared in thenmafor all
to see.

Among these blameworthy characteristics are thab&eh were mentioned in the
tradition of Hudhayfa ibn al-Yamaani, may Allah fleased with him. It has been related by Abu
Nuaym al-Haafidh from the tradition of Hudhayfanial-Yamaani, may Allah be pleased with
him that the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless land grant him peace said: "Among the
signs of the nearness of the Hour are seventy-hwaoacteristics. They are: when you see people
killing their prayer; destroying trust; devouringrapounded interest; making lying permissible;
increased murder; being preoccupied with the bugichf tall buildings; selling the religion for
the worldly life; the breaking of the ties of kinghthe debilitation of governance; when lies
become truth; the wearing of silk; the appearariappression; increased divorce; sudden death;
trusting of treacherous people; the mistrustingtrastworthy people; believing the liar; and
disbelieving the truthful one; increase in slandainfall will be destructive; children will be
wrathful; days will pass swiftly; the dwindling ¢fonor; theamirs will become immoral; the
wazirs will become liars; the trusted officials will baoe treacherous; the intelligence agents
will become unjust; and th@ur'an reciters will become corrupt; the increase in esrdahe
decrease oémirs the beautification oQur'ans the portraying of mosques; the elongation of



minarets the relaxing of the veils for women; the drinkiofjwine; the suspension of the legal
punishments; when a mother will give birth to hestness; when naked brutish men are seen as
kings; when women will become partners with tHaisbands in trade; when men resemble
women and women resemble men; when Allah's naméwgworn by falsely; when a man will
come forward to testify without being asked to dpfersaking the good; learning jurisprudence
for other than theleen seeking after this world with deeds of the Hewerafthe spoils of war
being the sole aim of government; treating trusthasspoils of war; treatingakatas a financial
liability; when the leaders of the people will beetlowest of them; when a man will disrespect
his father, treat his mother harshly, be devotellisoclose friends and be obedient to his wife;
when the voice of the corrupt ones will be raisedhie mosques; the utilization of singing and
stringed instruments; the drinking of wine in theests; when oppression will be taken as
something to be proud of; the selling of legal jondpts; the increase of gluttony; the singing of
the Qur'an, the wearing of the skins of predatory animalsclashes; taking the mosques as
roads; when the last of thisnmawill curse the first of it - then at that they sita begin to
anticipate a red wind, eclipse, humiliation and stowsities.” All of these blameworthy
characteristics have become apparent for all to Ak@urtubi said in his_at-Tadhkird All of
these characteristics have clear meaning exceptsdysg:"..the wearing of the skins of
predatory animals as clothésal-Hawhari said: 'the meaning eifaaqis the soft skin which is
found underneath leather which has hair'."

An Explanation of the Occurrence of the EarthquakesNhich Have Been Foretold as One
of the Signs of the Hour by the Prophetic Traditiors

As for the occurrence of the earthquakes whiclelimaen foretold as some of the signs of
the Hour by the prophetic traditions - like theiagyof the Prophet, peace and blessings be upon
him, which discusses the signs of the Hour andrtbeease of earthquakes as related in Saheeh
of al-Bukhari on the authority of Abu Hurayra, ma§ah be pleased with hii#f. Abu'l-Faraj al-
Jawzi once said: "There has occurred many of teagquakes in Irag among the areas where
the Persians live." Al-Qurtubi said in his at-Taothk "We have withessed some of these
earthquakes in the east of Spa#indalusig.” Also Ibn al-Jawzi mentioned that a great
earthquake occurred during the reign of al-Mutdi&hiin Egypt, until most of the country was
destroyed and the people had to live in the desand there occurred among the Persian lands
of Tabriz an earthquake where more than one-huntliedsand people died beneath the
destruction, until the people began seeking refigie Allah ta'ala.”

39 The tradition referred to in the above is thedwihg: “The Hour will not be established until kniedge will be
taken away , earthquakes will be very frequentetimill pass quickly, afflictions will appear, mumdewill increase
and money will overflow amongst you."



An Explanation of the Occurrence of the Solar and unar Eclipses Which Have Been
Foretold as One of the Signs of the Hour by the Ppahetic Traditions

As for the explanation of the occurrence of thiarsand lunar eclipses which have been
foretold as one of the signs of the Hour by theppsatic traditions - like the saying of the
Prophet, peace and blessing be upon him, in tddita of the Hudhayfa, may Allah be pleased
with him:
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"Verily the Hour will not occur until you see teigss: [1] an eclipse in the East; [2] an eclipse in
the West; [3] an eclipse in the Arab peninsulat;tfe smoke which will appear there; [5] the
Anti-Christ Dajjal); [6] the creature which appear on the earth;G0ofg; [8] Magog; [9] the
rising of the Sun from the West; and [10] the appeee of a fire from a hollow in Aden, Yemen
which will induce the people to immigrate.” In anet narration of this tradition the descent of
Jesus is among the ten signs. And it has beenlstidmong the ten is a strong wind which will
throw people into thesea. This has been related by Muslim. Verily thabeve mentioned
eclipses in the traditions have all occurred asRhaphet, peace and blessings be upon him,
informed us.

Abu'l-Faraj ibn al-Jawzi mentioned that: "Therecuwted huge eclipses among the
Persian areas of Irag which caused the destruofiomany people.” Al-Qurtubi said: "That also
occurred among us in a village in the eastern @a8pain, which we heard about from one of
our ShaykhsThis village was called Qatarttanda. The eclipmesed a mountain to topple upon
the people of this village which destroyed it coeately.” He also said: "One of our companions
informed us that a village called Tharsa who wem®mrg the provinces of Cyrenaica which was
afflicted by an earthquake which destroyed the svalltheir homes causing the roofs to collapse
upon their inhabitants. Many people died as a teduhis and few survived." Abd 'I-Wahaab as-
Sha'rani said in his al-Manafin al-Jawzi narrated that Allah ta'ala causecdipse in the land
of Rai over one-hundred and-fifty villages. As auleall-of these villages caught fire and the
earth split and broke up causing smoke to comeThe.earth threw all that was upon her until
there was immense death." Then Abd'l-Wahaab as@tisgaid: "In the days of the ruler Abu'l-
Futuhaat, Allah ta'ala caused eclipses over aleudgrsislands in the sea in the domain of Akaak
after heavens had rained blood for seven days. tAatk continues to occur eclipses in the
landg® Europe and Iraqg, up until now." He then said: éaild my master Ali al-Khawaas, may
Allah be merciful to him, say: 'No one can disrelydre occurrences of eclipses in these times
except every one ignorant of the blame of Allah klwad of His tolerance."

40 Here ends facsimile 13 of the Arabic manuscript.



An Explanation of Appearance of the Fire From the lands of theHijaz Which is Promised
as One of the Signs of the Hour as Related in thedphetic Traditions

Among this is like the Prophet, may Allah blessmhand grant him peace, saying as
related in the Saheeadf al-Bukhari and Muslim on the authority of Abwidyra, may Allah be
pleased with him:
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"The Hour will not occur until a fire appears frahe lands of thélijaz."41 Verily this fire has
occurred in the lands of thdijaz just as he, peace and blessings be upon himofdreAl-
Qurtubi said in his at-TadhkirdHis , may Allah bless him and grant him pea@girsg, ".until a
fire appears from the lands of tRigaz.' There has appeared a tremendous fire in thosks land
along with that a tremendous earthquake also oceduirhis happened Wednesday night during
the last third of the night of the monthddmaadi'l-Akhirin the year 654 A.H. up until sunrise of
that Friday. It eventually subsided. Then anotlier &ppeared in Cordoba in the lowlands of
Tan eem on the borders of al-Harra. It is a towmgietely surrounded by villages which make it
look like a huge metropolis. It was surrounded sllwvhich had escarpment like that of a
fortress, and had towers and minarets. The firesgas with men leading it. It did not pass by
a mountain except that it destroyed it melting ompletely. From all this destruction there
emerged a red and blue river whose sound was hkeder. It took all the rocks and
mountains. It continued until it reached a pondalhivas surrounded by Iragi horsemen. It all
emerged as a huge mountain-of fire. The fire-comthuntil-it reached near al-Medina. However,
in Medina there was a cool breeze which blew bybwaka of the Messenger of Allah, may
Allah bless him and grant him peace. (Causing ileetd pass al-Medina). This fire was seen
seething like the seething of the sea. It endemh&of the villages 6 Yemen where it burned it
completely.”

Then al-Qurtubi said: “Some of my companions saiche - ‘I saw this fire reaching the
sky a distance of five days journey from al-Mediha’

An Explanation of the Trials and Tribulations Which Have Been Foretold as Being Among
the Signs of the Hour From the Prophetic Traditions

Among this is like what the Prophet, upon him kessings and peace, on the authority of
Hudhayfa, may Allah be pleased with him, who sé&idie Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless
him and grant him peace, stood up among us anddh®tlleave his place until he had informed
us everything which will occur until the appearaonté¢he Hour. It was memorized by those who
memorize them, and it was forgotten by those whgdbit. Some of these my companions
learned it. For some of them had some of it in nmiout them forgot it. However, when he
sees it, he will remember it like one who rememhkesface of man who has been absent, yet
when he sees him he recognizes him." It was saideimarration of Abu Dawud: "By Allah! the
Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and grant peace, did not neglect informing us of
the leaders of tribulation from his time until whtnis world will come to an end. He informed
those who were with him of more than three-hundeedlers, telling us of each of their names,
the name of their fathers and the name of thdietrit has come down that when Uthman, may
Allah be pleased with him, was killed the swordrdfulation was unsheathed."

41 The tradition continues: “ . . .which will illumétte the necks of the camels in Busra.”
42 Here ends facsimile 14 of the Arabic manuscript.



At-Tirmidhi related that Abdallah ibn Salaam s#&dthose who besieged Uthman, may
Allah be pleased with him:
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"Beware of Allah! Beware of Allah! concerning thaan if you kill him! By Allah! if you Kkill
him, you will have chased away your neighbors wiethe Angels, and will have unsheathed
the sheathed sword of Allah against yourselves. iAndll never again be sheathed until the Day
of Judgment.” Among these tribulations which haeerbunsheathed against the Muslims was
the battle of the Camel, the battle of Siffin, ahd killing of al-Hussayn. The narrated traditions
concerning these battles are well known and unbrékehus we are not preoccupied with
seeking them out. Also among these tribulationthesbattles which will lead to the succession
of the European Turks over the Muslims, just asRtephet, may Allah bless him and grant him
peace informed us. It has been narratednsgm Ahmad ibn Hanbal in his Musnaoh the
authority of Abdallah ibn Burayda, on the authowtyhis father, who said: "I was sitting with
Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peatena heard him say:
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"Verily my ummawill be given three times over to a people witbdut faces and the smallest of
eyes, whose faces will be as though the skin weedeg off; until they overtake the Arabian
peninsular. As for the first seizure, those whe fleom them will be saved. As for the second
seizure, some will be destroyed and some will heedaAs for the third seizure, they will be
utterly destroyed. They said: 'O Prophet Allah! vetie they?' He said:
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"They are the European Turks. By the One in whaselé is my soul! they will hitch their riding
mounts to the walls of the mosques of the MuslinA=Qurtubi said in his at-TadhkirdThis
tradition proves that the European Turks will cooug against and kill the Muslims. All of that
has occurred just as the Prophet, may Allah blessamd grant him peace, informed us. They
have come out in these times as a community whos®er only Allah knows. And no one will
resist them except Allah, until it is as thoughyteere Gog and Magog." Then al-Qurtubi said:
"Sayyid al-Haafidh ibn Dihya, may Allah be mercifid him, said: 'The European Turks came
out in the month ofamaadi'l-Awwalin the year of 610 A. H. with an army and destcby@any
Muslim cities, and they deemed permissible theingllof women, and the slaughtering of
children. This went on until they arrived in Iragsecond time and killed countless numbers of
people and then hitched their horses to the wéltekemosques and places of worship just as it
was mentioned in the tradition. There can be ndtthat they were the ones warned about in
the tradition. Thed# came out a third time and caused complete deriruat the last one."
Then al-Qurtubi said: "All praises are due to Allddat their coming out has been complete,
because they came out first against Irag and tbensletime just as we mentioned. Then they

43 Here ends facsimile 15 of the Arabic manuscript.
44 Here ends facsimile 16 of the Arabic manuscript.



have come out in these times against Iraq for tivel time aiming for the city of Baghdad.
However, they were unable to reach that far in® ¢buntry. They killed many of the lands
rulers, scholars, noblemen and worshippers, umty tontrolled as far as Syria in a short time.
There then came out against them a victorious fuben Egypt, who was nicknamed _BRatwith

an entire army whose hearts were filled completaty true resolution and sincere intentions
until he along with them encountered and struckviry eyes of these modern day Goliaths. He
was given a victory and triumph similar to thatS#ul over Goliath. He killed a large number of
them and from that moment they were driven outyafaS This ruler brought back the whole of
the power and might of Islam as it was in the beigio. He caused the European Turks to cross
the Euphrates completely humiliated and destroyeltlaey were made to witness what they had
not seen for ages. Thus they were completely hatadi destroyed and lose." Whoever desires
to have knowledge of the occurrences of tribulatiand those which are expected to happen
should examine the Kitaabu'l-Fitamf Abu asShaykhand the_Kitaabu'l-Fitarof Nu'aym ibn
Humaad one of the leading Imams of memorizatioQwfan and one of the leadinghaykis of

the Sahitcollection of al-Bukhari.

This time is the time of the appearance of thecguisng massacres which will occur
shortly before the appearance of gtéviahdi. It has been related by Abu Dawud on the authority
of Mu'adh ibn Jabal, may Allah be pleased with hgaid that the Messenger of Allah, may
Allah bless him and grant him peace said:
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"The rebuilding of the Sacred Mosque of Jerusaldthl@ad to the destruction of Yathrib; the
destruction of Yathrib will lead-to the occurrenmemassacres; the occurreffcef massacres
will lead to the conquering of Constantinople; tmnquering of Constantinople will lead to the
appearance of thBajjal ( the Anti-Christ)."Al-Qadi lyad explained in his_as-Shifa'Verily
these matters which will herald these events haceiine manifest.”

| say: Verily the succession of tribulations, tireat massacres, the demise of $@na
the revival of heretical innovation, neglecting coanding the good and forbidding evil are all
among the preludes to the appearance oalMahdi as it has been related in the al-Malaahim
of Ibn '[-Manaawi. How is it possible for the daberr to actually describe the evils of these times
and the evil of its people? However | have compa@sedng about these events which all can see:
These are the times about which we were warned,

In the words of Ka'b and in the words of Ibn Mak u
These are times when the Truth is rejected allttege

While the prevailing of oppression and injustisaccepted.
If this continues and no change takes place,

Then there will be no grief for a deceased norfgmythe new born.

45 Here ends facsimile 17 of the Arabic manuscript.



| say: Whoever contemplates what the people ingsin in these times from evil and
innovation, will know with certainty that the affaof the Hour has neared. Abd'l-Wahaab as-
Sha'rani said in his al-Minariln Oman there appeared a bird the size of aphalet which sat
upon a hill an shouted in a clear voice: 'The mattes approached!" It stayed in that state for
more than three days and then it descended towlzedsea and withdrew."”

| say: These days there only remains the massatriel are connected to the destruction
of this world, the first of which is the massacriieh will occur in Alexandria. Abd’r-Rahmaan
as-Suyuti said in his Kitaab 'l-Kashf "An Mujaawzdadhihi I-Ummati al-Alf "It has been
related by ad-Daylami on the authority of Abu Dhaénat he heard the Messenger of Allah, may
Allah bless him and grant him peace, say:
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"There will be in Egypt a man with a pug-nose fférthe Quraysh who will take control of the
government, then he will be overthrown and the gowent will be taken from him. He will
then run taking flight to Europe. He will then netwith the Europeans to Alexandria. And they
will slaughter the people of Islam there." Thathis first of the massacres which will occur.

Ibn Asaakir related in his TarikiAl-Qurtubi mentioned in his_at-Tadhkirand it was
mentioned by Ibn Wahb: 'That it was said to Abdallan "Amr_and Ibn al-'Aas, may Allah be
pleased with both of them, while he was in Alex@adiThe people have been terrified." He then
ordered for his weapon and horse. A man came taahidnhe said to him: 'From which direction
did this alarm come?' He said: 'From ships whiclrewseen coming from the direction of
Qubrus.' He then said: 'Take my horse away.' Tloplpesaid to him: 'May Allah make your
affairs right! Verily the people have mounted thearses and are ready.' He replied: 'This is not
the slaughter which has been foretold about Alesan&or truly it will come from the direction
of the west from near Tripoli. There will come wprtine hundred ships'." Al-Wa'illi mentioned in
his Kitaab al-lnaabdrom the tradition of Rushd ibn Sa'd on the autigoof "Ugayl on the
authority of az-Zuhri on the authority of Ka'b, whaid: "I'have found written in the Scriptures
of Allah revealed to Moses ibn “Imraan: 'VerilyAtexandria there will be martyrs who will be
killed in the public square of Alexandria, they Mike better than those who have gone and better
than those who will continue. They are the onesualdhom Allah boasted to the martyrs of
Badr." Abu Nu'aym al-Haafidielated on the authority of Abu ‘Imraan_akwhafi and Abu
Haarun al-"Abdari that they heard Nawfan al-Baksai: "Verily this world is like a bird. If its
two wings are cut, then it falls to the earth. We# two wings of this world are Egypt and Basra.
When they are destroyed, then this world will benieated."

Al-Qurtubi said in his at-Tadhkirdlt has been related on the authority of Ali, mfdiah
be pleased with him, that the Propftetnay Allah bless him and grant him peace, said that
Allah ta’ala said:
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"When | desire to destroy this world, | will begivith My House. | will destroy it, then | will
destroy this world immediately after that."

46 Here ends facsimile 18 of the Arabic manuscript.
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It has been related on the authority of HudhayfaabYamaani, may Allah be pleased
with him, that the Prophet, may Allah bless him gnaht him peace, said:
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"The destruction which will occur on the bordersJofdan will not begin until the destruction
reaches Egypt. Egypt will be protected from destoncuntil Basra is destroyed. Basra will be
destroyed from Iraq. Egypt will be destroyed frame drying up of the Nile. The destruction of
Mecca will occur from Abyssinia. Medina will be des/ed from hunger. Yemen will be
destroyed from locust. Al-Ay'ila will be destroy@m siege. The destruction of Persia will be
from destitution. The European Turks will be degteh from ad-Daylam. The ad-Daylam will be
destroyed from the Armenians. The Armenians willdestroyed from the al-Jazr. The al-Jazr
will be destroyed from the Turks. The Turks will destroyed from lightning. Sind will be
destroyed from the Hind. The Hind will destroyednfr China. China will be destroyed from
sand. The destruction of Abyssinia will come fromakes. Zawra will be destroyed from the
Sufyani. The Europeans will be destroyed totalagzse and Irag will be destroyed by famine."

| say: There is no village in this world excepattit will be destroyed and ruined before
the Day of Judgment AIIah ta’ aIa says

"There is not a V|Ilage except We will destroy Itobethe Day of Judgment or We will punlsh it
with a severe punishment. That has been transcribed clear Book' Al-Baghawi said
concerning the commentary upon that verse: "Thatoisay, they will be driven out and
destroyed, meaning its people; or they will be phad with a severe punishment if they
disbelieve and disobey.” And Mugaatil said abow s#ame verse: "It will be destroyed with
regard to the believers by killing, or it will baipished with regard to the disbelievers with a
variety of punishments!® Al-Baydawi said in commentary upon the same vetkewill be
destroyed with death and attacks, or punished thiéh severe punishment of fighting and a
variety of afflictions."Shaykhas-Sanusi said in the first part of his 3halrWuda: "It is obvious
that this world presently is like a medicinal treant of the stranger; it has announced its
demise; its closeness is bygone, its surprisesiareentous omens and distressing horrors.

48 Here ends facsimile 20 of the Arabic manuscript.



| say: he only said that because this time isn@ ©f the death of th8unnathe revival of
heretical innovations and blameworthy customs,thrcheglecting of commanding the good and
the forbidding of evil. For these are the prelutieshe appearance of tla-Mahdi, as it was
mentioned in the al-Mal&an of Ibn al-Manaawi previously.
May Allah give success at arriving at what is cotre



Section Four: On Mentioning What Has Been Related @ncerning the Appearance of the
al-Mahdi, May Allah Be Pleased With Him

We have placed in this section five issues: [1e&planation that some of the scholars
have said that thal-Mahdis time has passed and he was Umar ibn Abd'l-"Apeexther than
him; [2] an explanation that the correct opiniothat theal-Mahdis appearance will be delayed
until the time of the appearance of thajjal; [3] an explanation that th&-Mahdi is from the
descendants of Fatima the daughter of the Messafgiltah, may Allah bless him and grant
him peace, and not from the descendants of al- #liae uncle of the Prophet, may Allah bless
him and grant him peace; [4] an explanation thatitleas of al-Hassan al-lraqi announced that
the al-Mahdi will live long, although | have not come acrosytamg verifying that from the
traditions of the Prophet; and [5] an explanatidbnhe signs of his appearance and from where
he will appear.

An Explanation that Some of the Scholars Have saithat the Time of the al-Mahdi has
Passed and That He was Umar ibn Abd'l-'Azeez or Ottr Than Him

| say and success is from Allah, Ahmad Zarrug saidhis Umdat'l-Murid as-Sadiq
"Many of the scholars used to say that the timéhe&l-Mahdi has passed and that he was Umar
ibn Abd'l-"Azeez or some other person, based upeir tlifference of opinion*® He then said:
"The truth is that the matter concerning this steget is that it is definitely doubtful.”

An Explanation that the Correct Opinion‘is That the Time of al-Mahdi Will be Postponed
Until the Appearance of theDajjal

Al-Hassan al-Yusi ibn Mas’ud said in one of histlees when he mentioned the claim of
Ibn Turmart being thal-Mahdi. "The fugaharejected him and maintained that his followers
were in error. And there is no doubt concerningrtheeing in error because everyone knows that
the existence of thal-Mahdi will be in the end of time." He then said: "Al-dal as-Suyuti has
composed a book known as al-"Arf 'I-Wardi Fi AkhbdaMahdi wa al-Kashf Fi Mujaawazati
Hadhihi '-Ummati al-Alfand the simplification of his words concerningttivich no one can
do without is that: "The appearance of #kdMahdi will be postponed until the end of time until
the time of the appearance of thajjal and the descent of Jesus the son of Mary, uponbbim
peace. And he was not Ibn Tumart nor anyone like fiom those who claim that until our
time."

| say: All praises are due to Allah that | haveneoacross those two books and have seen
that which none can do without, which is that: "Tappearance of thal-Mahdi will be
postponed until the time of the appearance ofDbgal, as al-Hassan al-Yusi, may Allah be
pleased with him, mentioned in one of his lectures.

49 Here ends facsimile 21 of the Arabic manuscript.



An Explanation that the al-Mahdi is from the Descendants of Fatima, may Allah be pased
with her

Al-Qurtubi said in his at-TadhkirdThe traditions from the Prophet, may Allah blégs
and grant him peace, concerning the quotation athemutppearance of tlad-Mahdi from his
descendants of the children of Fatima is well disiapd.” He then said: "Abu al-Hassan
Muhammad ibn al-Hussein ibn Ibrahim ibn "Aasim asj&zi said: "The reports are unbroken
and superabundant with the substantial amountmétans on the authority of the Chosen One,
may Allah bless him and grant him peace, concertiiegcoming of thal-Mahdi and that he is
from the People of the House.' It has been relatedd-Daraquti? in his al-Afraadand Ibn
Asaakir mentioned it in his Tarikbn the authority of Uthman ibn "Afan, may Allah peased
with him, who said: "I heard the Messenger of Allatay Allah bless him and grant him peace,
say: 'Theal-Mahdi will be from the children of al-'Abass, my uncl&d-Daraqutni said: "That
tradition is strangeghareeb and it was related by one person, Muhammad ibWalld the
freedman of the Banu Hashim."

| say: ad-Daraqutni only pointed this traditiort suorder to make it known that it is well
known that the narrated traditions from the Prophety Allah bless him and grant him peace,
confirm that theal-Mahdi will be from the children of Fatima the daughtétite Prophet, may
Allah be pleased with her, and not from the chitdoé al-'Abass, his uncle. It has been related
by Ibn Maja on the authority of Anas, may Allah jpleased with him: "There is ral-Mahdi
other than Jesus the son of Mary, upon him be peAt®Qurtubi said in his at-TadhkirdThe
chain of transmissiongnaad of this tradition is weakda eej. Further, the traditions narrated
from the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant pgace, concerning the citation that of the
al-Mahdi being from his descendants from the children dinfia is well established and it is
more sound than the above mentioned tradition.tRerjudgment is with those not with the
other." He then said: "Perhaps the meaning of &jsng, may Allah bless him and grant him
peace: 'There is nal-Mahdi other than Jesus the son of Mary', i.e. thereoigperfect and
infallible al-Mahdi except Jesus the son of Mary." He then said:s"fram this meaning that
these different traditions can be merged and cdiatiians can be removed.” Ibn Kathir said:
"Verily this tradition has in it that which appedtsbe the expressed opinion which contradicts
the traditions soundly narrated concerning thebdisteed fact that thal-Mahdi is other than
Jesus the son of Mary, upon him be peace." In tfim@adu'i: "There is no contradiction in
them. Rather what is meant by that is thatalklahdiin reality is Jesus and that does not refute
the fact that some one other than him will beahdialso.>?

50 Here ends facsimile 22 of the Arabic manuscript.
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An Explanation of the Ideas of Al-Hasan al-Iraqi that the al-Mahdi Will Have a Long Age

As for the above, | have not come across any taphraditions which verify that.
ShaykhAbd'l-Wahaab as-Sha'raani said in his Lawaaginittwaar Fi Tabaqgaat al-Akhyaar
concerning an explanation of the ideas of Hassalmaaji, may Allah ta'ala be merciful him and
benefit us by him. Among that is that my mastee, khower of Allah ShaykhHassan al-Iraqi.
| used to have frequent discussions with him aleitg ShaykhAbu al-"Abass al-Hareesh. In one
of these discussions he said to me: "l would ldkeell you the my story from the beginning of
my affair until this my present time, as if you hlagen my closest friend since | was small.” |
said: "Well and good." He said: "l was a young rfram Damascus and | used to be a craftsman
or artisan. | and other young men like me usedatihey together on Fridays for amusement,
entertainment and drinking wine. One Friday whileals involved with such playing, there came
to me an admonition from Allah taala. | said tosaly. "I was not created for this.” | suddenly
left my companions with what they were doing aradl ffrom their presence. They tried to catch
up with me and followed behind me, but they cowdtlao so. | then entered into a mosque of the
Bani Umayya and found there a man sitting upon arctpeaking about the affair of tiAd-
Mahdi, upon him be peace. While he was speaking, | lagearning to meet with ttad-Mahdi.
This yearning was so strong that | would never maiastration after that except that | asked
Allah ta'ala to gather me to him. So one nightrafteghrib prayer, | was praying mgunna
prayers, when suddenly a man sat behind me, touanedhoulders and said, "Allah has
answered your supplications. What is your need?laon theal-Mahdi." | said to him: "Will
you come with me to my home?" He said: "Yes." Scdmme with me and said: "Clear for me a
place where | can be isolated.” So | cleared for Aispace in my home and he stayed with me
for seven days. During his stay, he taught medhikr. He said: "If Allah wills, | will teach you
my wird which you should be constant with it. It is thauyfast every othé% day and you must
pray every night five-hundredk ats" Then | was a very handsome young man. dkklahdi
used to say to me: "You will never sit down exddyatt you will be sitting behind me."” So | used
to do as he commanded me. Etdviahdi wore a turban like the non-Arabs and upon him sas
long outer garment, open in the front with wideesks made from camel's hair. When the seven
days had finished, he left and | bided him farewdl then said to me: "O Hassan! What has
occurred between me and you has never occurreahf@mme. So hold firm to thisird until you
reach old age. For verily you will have a long lée a result of it. ShaykhHassan al-Iraqi then
said to Abu al-"Abass al-Harishi: "My age now idmndred and twenty seven years old." He
went on to say: "When thal-Mahdi, upon him be peace, had departed, | then lefraweet
through the earth. | traveled to India, Sind, Crand returned to the country of the Persians, then
to Europe and then the Maghrib. | then returne&dgpt after some fifty years of journeying."
That is the essence of what Abd'l-Wahaab as-Sha rearated in his Lawadugial-Anwaar fi
Tabagaat al-AkhyaaHe also said in his al-ManatAmong the favors which Allah bestowed
upon me was knowledge of the people of claimsiiindaful ones and the liars among them by
signs which Allah inspired me with until it becarfee me like indispensable knowledge. For
there once came to me a man of slender build wdimeld to be aharif who wore a turban with
a veil which covered his mouth. He spoke to me eamnog sciences which only tla-Mahdi,
upon him be peace, would know. He informed me ligahimself was thal-Mahdi and that the
time of his appearance had approached. Howeved hat give any attention to his affair. He
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then said to me: "Do you not believe me?" Seeirgj tle was a young man with a dignified
appearance and excellent features, | then saiahto"Nour voice is not the voice of sharif and

the al-Mahdi is definitely asharif without any doubt.” He then removed his veil frtws face
and said: "You have indeed told the truth. | haaragted many people in the Maghrib and they
believed in me saying® 'The al-Mahdi has appeared.’ | then said to him: "What madedmu
that." He said: "I did it in order that the ideatb& al-Mahdi would be on their minds. For the
time of his appearance is definitely at hand. Archinl really meant by my saying that: 'l am the
al-Mahdi, is that Allah has guided me to Islam." FurthdrdA&Wahaab as-Sha'raani said: "All
praises are due to Allah, that | met whaykhHassan al-Iragi and he mentioned to me that he
had met with thal-Mahdi after he had been persistent in asking his Loghtber me to him for

a complete year. He said to me: "His face resenthke$ace of his great grandfather, may Allah
bless him and grant him peace, except that thedBbes grandfather is more ravishing and more
proportioned." He then said to me: "l asked himulbos age. And he said to him ‘Six hundred
and some years." | have not come across any plioghredition concerning the fact tlaé-Mahdi

will be long lived. Therefore whoever comes acrtigest should append it in this place of the
book. I did not narrate these words of al-Hassdragl so that one can rely upon it, because we
only rely upon that which has come to us from theofs of theshari'a Neither, have | narrated

it in order to object to it nor to remonstrate aghiit because | have not come across any proof
from the proofs of theshari'a which make it impossible for thal-Mahdi to be long lived.
Further, the words (of al-Hassan 'l-Iragi) arewweds of a saint from among the saints of Allah,
whose words are well kept secrets which no onerdtien them can scrutinize. And Allah
knows best about the reality of that. It was memddb previous§# that Abd'l-Wahaab as-
Sha'raani said after relating the above wordswds like this that he informed me concerning
the al-Mahdi and Allah knows best about the reality of theaditan. | could not meet with him
until I first know him.

An Explanation of the Signs of theal-Mahdi's Appearance and From What Place Will He
Appear

As for the explanation of the signs of the appeegaof theal-Mahdi and from what place
he will appear, it has been related by ad-Daaraqutns Sunnaron the authority of Muhammad
|bn Ali, ‘may Allah be pleased with h|m who said:
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"Our al-Mahdi will have two signs which has not appeared from time Allah created the
heavens and the earth. They are that the moor&giclipsed the first night &amadarand the
sun will be eclipsed during the middle nightR&madan This has not occurred from the time
Allah created the heavens and the earth."

53 Here ends facsimile 25 of the Arabic manuscript.
54 Here ends facsimile 26 of the Arabic manuscript.



Al-Qurtubi said in his at-Tadhkirahat Abu Dawuud narrated on the authority ofwie
of the Prophet, Umm Salama, may Allah be pleas¢d er, that the Prophet, may Allah bless
him and grant him peace said:
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"There will be many conflicts as a result of theniige of the Khalifa. Then a man from the
people of Medina will come out fleeing to Meccaehthe people of Mecca will all come to him
encouraging him to rebel, but he will dislike tostm Then the oath of allegiance will be given to
him between theukun and themagaamof Ibrahim." He also said after a bit: "Althoughet
above gives the apparent meaning that the oathegiance will not be given to him before that,
it is not like that in reality. For it has been raed from the tradition of Ibn Mas'ud and others
from among the Companions in a long tradition:

(- ) il (e el AT Lz ja))
"The al-Mahdi will first appear in the End of Time from the fagst west." The tradition
continues,
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"...The people will come from every region and platerder to give him the oath of allegiance
in Mecca while he will be sitting between the&un and themagaamof Ibrahim. And he will
dislike taking the second oath of allegiance atber first oath of allegiance which was given to
him by the people in the west."

Abdur Rahman as-Suyuti said in the last part of di Arf al-Wardi fi Akhbaaral-

Mahdi: "Al-Qurtubi narrated-in his_at-Tadhkkain a long narration: 'Verily thal-Mahdi will

first appear from the far west'. This prophetidlitian has no foundation to it."
May Allah give success at arriving at what is cotre
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Section Five: On Mentioning What Has Been Related @cerning the Appearance of the
Dajjal (Anti-Christ) may Allah curse him

We have also placed in this section five issugf:ah explanation of the signs of his
appearance; [2] an explanation of the place fronthvhe will appear; [3] an explanation of the
evidence of those who say that thajjal is Ibn Syyaad and the evidence of those who say
otherwise; [4] an explanation that he will roamotigh every land except Mecca and Medina;
and [5] an explanation of what will save peoplenirbis tribulations. | say and success is with
Allah:

An Explanation of the Signs of the Appearance of #aDajjal

As for the explanation of the appearance ofhgal, it has been related by at-Tabari on
the authority of Asma' bint Yazid, that the Prophmty Allah bless him and grant him peace
mentioned th®ajjal to her. He said:
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"Verily three years before he appears, the heavéirheld back in the first year a third of its
water and the earth will hold back a third of iegetation. In the second year the heavens will
hold back two third of its water and the earth waitild back two third of its vegetation. In the
third the heavens will hold back all of its raindathe earth all of its vegetation. There will not
remain any animals which possess molar teeth eenlbooves, except that they will die."
In another narration it says after his saying whidtoccur in the third year:
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"...Allah will hold back all of rains and all of thearth’s vegetation. Rain will not descend from
the heavens nor will greenery or vegetation gramnfthe earth, until the earth will become like
brass and the heavens will be like glass. Then huynavill persists to die from hunger,
hardship, increased tribulations and slaughtes.thien that the accursed Dajaal will appear from
a region of Isfahan. Among the signs of his appesawill be the conquering of
Constantinople.”
AL-Qurtubi said in hi& at-Tadhkira “The narrative related regarding the time betwéss
appearance of the ad-Dajaal and the conqueringneofcity of Constantinople will be seven
months.” He also said in it: “In the end of timeté will appear from the sea, meaning the sea of
Asbaan, one thousand women of outstanding beadtgtate. They will then invite men to them
by which will lead to the ruin of the lands. Whoewamswers their invitation will deny Allah. It is
during this time that thBajjal will appear. When he appears, he will let out éhsbouts which

will be heard by the people in the east and thd.ives
An Explanation of the Place of the Appearance of thDajjal
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As for the place of his appearance, it has bektted by at-Tirmidhi on the authority of
Abu Bakr as-Sadig, may Allah be pleased with hirhpwaid that the Messenger of Allah, may
Allah bless him and grant him peace, said:

(A kal) el aga sa s OIS o) 8 gty s & Led iy Gpially sl (e 3 Jlaall))
"The Dajjal will appear from a land in the east, which is edllIKhurasaan and he will be
followed by a multitude whose faces will be sharsgleAl-Qurtubi said in his at-Tadhkitaat
it has come down in a tradition narrated by at-Taitm

(T z 3 4d))
"The Dajjal will appear from Khurasaan." In another narration:
(R se) (oo B (e lenal dals (e (5 39))
"He will appear from a region of Aghaan from a village called al-Yahuudiya." In tinadition
of Ibn Maja and Muslim:

(305 A2 )

"He will appear between Syria and Iraq.” The corgpleiew is that he will first appear in
Khurasaan from a region in_Bihaan. Then he will come out towards the Hijanfioetween the
lands of Syria and Irag. And Allah knows best.

An Explanation of the Evidence -of Those-Whe-Say-thighe Dajjal is Ibn Siyyaad and the
Evidence of Those Who Say Otherwise

As for the evidence of those who say thatDagal is Ibn Syyaad, it has been related by
Muslim on the authority of Muhammad ibn al-Munkaduho said: "I saw Jaabir ibn Abdullah,
may Allah be pleased with him, swear by Allah that Syyaad was théajjal.” | then said to
him: "Will you swear by Allah upon that?" He theaic "l heard Uma swear by Allah upon
that in front of the Prophet, may Allah bless hindarant him peace, and he did not censure
him." Abu Dawuud narrated in his Sunnan the authority of Na'fi, who said that lbn Umar,
may Allah be pleased with them said: "I swear bkl | have no doubt that Ibnyyaad is the
Dajjal." It has also been narrated by Abu Dawuud onatindority of Na'fi, who said: "lbn
Umar encountered Ibn Siyyaad in one of the strebtdedina and had a few words with him
which caused Ibnifyaad to become so angry that began to blow disgglg. Then Ibn Umar
entered onto Haésand informed her of what had happened. She #idrts him: "May Allah be
merciful to you! What in the world do you want findbn Syyaad? Do you not realize that the
Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and gramt peace said:

((lpmin dnzme (e Jadl 2 A5 L))

‘Verily the Dajjal will appear because as a result of rage whichaailise him great anger'." This
has been also narrated by Imam Muslim in_his Sahiisef ibn Umar mentioned in his Kitaab'l-
Fututh: "Abu Sabra, when he had come to Sus and the Madtiad encompassed it with their
forces, the Jewish rabbis and the Christian mohksved great respect towards them. They said
to them: 'O assembly of Arabs, among the thingsvlour ancestors and scholars promised us

by way of covenant is that only tib&jjal or a people among whom is tBajjal will conquer us.
If among you is thé®ajjal, then you will conquer us. But if not, then yowgge of us will bring
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no harm.' Then Ibniyyaad became angry at their words, then angripr@gched the gate of Sus,
kicked it in with his feet and said: 'Open up!" heuddenly in the commotion the chains were
hewn, the locks were broken and the gates wereegpéfhen the Muslims were able to enter
Sus and conquer them." Abu Sa’'id al-Khudri, may®lbe pleased with him, related: "We left
to make thehajj or the 'umra while Ibn _Syyaad was with us. W& came to a place where we
alighted and the people went their separate walysrelremained | and Ibnygaad and | had
great fear of him from what people had said abaut ke then came with his gear and placed it
near mine. | then said: "It is very hot, if onlywevould place your gear under that tree over
there." He did that and returned with a sheep fvdmch he took some milk and said: "Drink O
Abu Sa’id." | said to him: "It is very hot and thelk is hot as well." There was nothing wrong
except | hated taking a drink from his hand. Hentmeplied: "O Abu Sa’id, who is more
knowledgeable among the assembly of Ansaar ofrtdhtions of the Messenger of Allah, may
Allah bless him and grant him peace, than you? &mdyou not the most knowledgeable of the
people in the traditions of Prophet, may Allah blédsm and grant him peace? Had not the
Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and grant peace, said that h®4jjal) would be a
disbeliever, while | am a Muslim? Had not the Meggr of Allah, may Allah bless him and
grant him peace, said that he would be sterileawmittany children - while | have a son which |
left in Medina? Had not the Messenger of Allah, Mdlah bless him and grant him peace, said
that he would not enter into Medina nor Mecca -levhihave just left Medina and | am heading
for Mecca?" In another narration he said, "...andVenhperformed the pilgrimage." Abu Sa’id
said: "l almost began to make excuses for him, wherSiyyaad said: 'l swear by Allah! | know
the Dajjal and | know his birth and the place where he is'rfidwesponded: "May evil befall
you the remainder of your days." In another nasratie said: “Indeed you! You are that man.”
He then said: “If you had stayed away from me | ldowot have disliked it.”
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As for the evidence for those who say that Eragjal is other than Ibn Siyyaad is taken
from the tradition related on the authority of Tamad-Daari and in a narration related by lbn
Maja in a tradition from Faatima the daughter ofyQamay Allah be pleased with both of them,
who said: "The Prophet, may Allah bless him anchgtam peace prayed one day and then
ascended theminbar similar to what he did when he ascended it Jumu &> This was
disturbing to the people. There were some who wtrding and others who were sitting. He,
may Allah bless him and grant him peace, then atdit with his hand for those standing to sit.
He said:

e 1k sl T (50 s ) Oy R Y 5 R ity Y e s Le 5 1))
G s o) () s e ) Lia oS 8 oS5l o)l g Gunll 385 D (e AL
ot Il 5 clgs ) sa sad bl Clse )5 cleishym Y B e () pgtiad) sl o) (o
WL scdd byl o) JE cdulaal) U el el e sl ¢ pradll GES s gl
pad oAl el BN Mk Fige Gy sl cgle |olan | alh Gl Yy Lad oS5l
Gl e g a1 el cilad W SRl o s S ol e U ¢ Sl
b yald cagile A o yelals Lag U 1,a o) gl 9S8 2 A A Jla ) Jad W JE S e
L Gston 1" ) 6IE 93 je ) Cpe Clad’ T Al agling aal g sty a5 pegd) lases o)
iU Cale S o e ardad 1) Bl s e diday J28 L 1B Cagidinal Lete sl age 5 )
tJE S gy EDE 8 8t JE el 58S e Lgiling 38 1) I R e 5k Culed W
) JB s lale 8 Gl Al V) 0ila s g eiba s V) Ll g ol ol b G5 e clls!
Vs Vg G ook Led Lo oo ol (535 ¢l oda = b gl 18 () by ale ) s

(Al psr (Y 4o AL Al aile 5 V) Jla V5 dew

"Verily I, by Allah! have not stood in this placé mine for any matter which would decrease you
in yearning nor terror. However, Tamim 'd-Daari eato me and informed me of some good
news which prevented me from my midday rest duthéojoy and the sweetness of the eyes it
brought me. And I love to inform you in order to keayou joyful of your Prophet, may Allah
bless him and grant him peace. It is that TaminDa#i said that a strong wind once carried
them to an unknown island. They then took the gkiffn the ship and disembarked to the island.
They then came upon something very dreadful datk wilot of hair. They said: “What are
you?” It said: “ | am the spy.” They then said: form us.” It said: “I will not inform you of
anything, nor will I ask you anything. However, tlnaonastery which has collapsed, therein you
will find a man who you can inform him and he caform you. They then went and entered
upon him. They find themselves with an old man kleatin powerful chains. He appeared to be
very sad and in arduous hardship. He said to tt{fEnom where have you come?” They said:
“From Syria.” He said: “What has the Arabs done®&y¥ said: “We are a people from the Arab
about whom you are asking.” He said: “What hasrttan who was sent among you done?”
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They said: “He has done good. A people came aghinst but Allah has manifested him over
them. Today they have been conquered and thely dei©ne, their prophet is one and their
religion is one.” He said: “What has been done wité spring of Zagrata?” They said: “They
have done good with it. It provides water to irtegdheir farms and it provides drink for their
livelihood.” He said: “What has been done with thege palms of Oman and Baysan?” They
said: “ They eat from its fruit every year.” He theaid: “What has been done with the vegetable
garden of Tabariyya?” They said: “They have excadain its sides because of so much water.”
He then groaned three times and said: “When wWhatdve mentioned has become depleted then
no land will be left that | will not stride with ése feet of mine exceptyyiba There is no way
for me to enter there.” The Prophet, may Allah §lasn and grant him peace said ending the
cause of my joyfulness for thiBayyiba: “I swear by the One in whose hands is my sdaf t
there is no narrow road nor wide one, nor is tlzevalley nor hill except that there is an Angel
on it carrying his sword until the Day of Judgmeént.

Al-Qurtubi said in his at-TadhkirdThis tradition is soundsgheelh and was narrated by
Muslim, at-Tirmidhi, Abu Dawud and others, may Allhe pleased with all of them. In the
narration of at-Tirmidhi, that the Dajjal said teetn: “I will inform you about me. | am the
Masih and | am near to being given permission to apdeail appear and traverse the entire
earth for forty days and | will not leave a singilage except | will alight upon it, with the
exception of Mecca anBayyiba These two are forbidden for me to enter.”

Al-Haafidh Abu Bakr al-Bayhaqi, may Allah be merdito him said after mentioning the
traditions of Ibn Siyyaad: “Whoever has the opintbat the Dajjal is other than him relies upon
the tradition of Tamim ad-Daari. His chain of auityo(asnaad is more sound along with the
fact that it is in agreement with the descriptioveg of the Dajjal. Thus, the Dajjal is not him as
it has been narrated that he most resembles Aldiz4a ibn Qussay and not Ibn Siyyaad. The
affair of Ibn Siyyaad was simply an affliction byhieh Allah afflicted His servants as was the
calf an affliction for them during the time of Mysgon him be peace, by which Allah afflicted
His servants. The exception is that Allah azzaalla protected th&Fmmaof Muhammad, upon
him be blessings and peace and safeguard themHi®imarm. There is not in the tradition of
Jaabir more proof of this than in the silence & Brophet, may Allah bless him and grant him
peace about the words of Urffaibn al-Khataab, may Allah be pleased with him.sTimplies
that the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant p@ace paused from explaining who he was
until there came an established explanation frolfahAhzza wa jalla that the Dajjal is other than
Ibn Siyyaad. Further proof is in what the Dajjatsa the tradition of Tamim ad-Daari and Allah
knows best.

Abu Sulayman al-Khataab said: “There is disagre¢rmencerning the narrations about
the affair of Ibn Siyyaad after he became matureas$ been narrated that his repented from what
he had said, then that he also died in Medina.alt also narrated that when the prayer was to
been over him, the cloak was removed from his faud the people saw him. Then someone
said to them: ‘Bear witness!” \

Al-Qurtubi said in his at-TadhkirdThe disagreement about that is sound, for Jaaaiuir
Umar swore that Ibn Siyyaad was the Dajjal. It h&® been narrated from Abu Dharr, may
Allah be pleased with him that he (Ibn Siyyaad)dsesay that he was the Dajjal. That was also
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narrated by Ibn Umar. Jaabir once said: “He was seethis day of Harra and | never saw
anything like him.”

This is in contradiction of the narration narratkdt he died in Medina, and Allah knows
best. In the book of Abu Dawud concerning the nefstbe spy from the tradition of Abu Salama
ibn Abd ‘r-Rahman where Sahl ibn Jaabir said: “Dragjal is Ibn Siyyaad.” | said: “But he has
died.” He said: “Even if he has died.” | then sdi8ut he accepted Islam.” He said: “Even if he
accepted Islam.” | then said: “But, he entered Madi He said: “Even if he entered Medina.”
The words of the scholars that the Dajjal is not 8iyyaad is proven by the tradition about the
spy. However, it is sound that Ibn Siyyaad is tfagidéd and it is not impossible that he could have
been on the island at that time and at another ameng the Companions up until he was
missed the day of Hurf&. He also said that same day to Abu Sa’id al-KhuBs:Allah! | know
the Dajjal and | know that he was born on that dag where he is now.” This is like the
narration claiming that Dajjal is Ibn Siyyaad whiclcessitates that he was Muslim, that he was
born and that he entered Medina, but does not ydecthat he would eventually become
disbeliever on leaving Medina, or that he was rmwhlor he will not reenter Mecca and Medina.

Imamal-Qurtubi said in his at-Tadhkirdt is said that he is not born yet but will berh
in the End of Time.” He then said: “The first omni however, is more sound.” Meaning that the
Dajjal is Ibn Siyyaad.
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An Explanation That the Dajjal Will Traverse Every Land Except Mecca and Medina
It has been related by al-Bukhari and Muslim oa #éluthority of Anas ibn Malik, may
Allah be pleased with him that the Messenger o&l\limay Allah bless him and grant him peace
said:
(a5 3a YY) a4 s ¥) G i)
” There will be no town which thBajjal will not enter except Mecca and Medirfa."

In the_Musnadf Imam Ahmad from the tradition of Jabir ibn Altida, may Allah be
pleased with him:
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"The Dajjal will appear during a time when tlizenwill be unimportant and knowledge will
backtrack. He will have forty days in which he witlam the earth. One day will be like a year,
another day will be like a month, another day Wwél like a week, and the remainder of the days
will be like these days of yours. He will ride anttey which will be forty cubits between its two
ears. He will say to the people: "I am your Lordé will have one eye and your Lord does not
have one eye. The woka@afir (disbeliever) will be written between his eyesisthill be read by
the literate as well as the illiterate. He will ¢etp all the water and every drinking place except

Mecca and Medina. Allah will forbid him from enteg them. Angels will be established at their
entrances protecting them. Tbayjjal will have with him mountains of treasure and tle®pe

63 The tradition as related in the Saheélal-Bukhari continues, "There will be no entrarut the angels will be
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expel all the disbelievers and the hypocrites fibn



will be in distress except those who follow him. Wi have two rivers. | know best about these.
One rivef4 will be called 'the paradise' and the other riwdf be called 'the fire'. Whoever
enters the one called 'the paradise’ will be inRine. Whoever enters the one called 'the fird' wil
be in the Paradise. There will rise up with him gndavils which will speak to the people and he
will possess a tremendous tribulation. He will coamah the heavens and they will rain before the
sight of men. He will kill a soul and then revivebefore the sight of men. He will say: "O
mankind, can anyone do the like of this exceptLitrg”. The people will flee to the mountain of
Dukhaanin Syria. TheDajjal will come to them there and besiege them. Theesral be fierce
and they will cause exacting strain upon them. Thesus will descend during the dawn hours.
He will say: "O people what prevents you from gomg against that evil liar?" The people will
come out and they will see Jesus. The prayer wilestablished and they will say go ahead O
Spirit of Allah." He will then say: "You should ptdgrward yourimamso that he may lead you in
prayer.” When they have finished the prayer, th#lyge out against him (th®ajjal). When the
Dajjal sees him (Jesus), he will waste away like saltsrielwater. He (Jesus) will kill him and
then even the trees and rocks will call out: "OriBpf Allah, here is a Jew." Thus no one among
the people who followed thajjal will be left without being killed."

The like of this is related in the traditions whiake sound are many. In the tradition of
Asma bint Yazid 'l-Ansari:

c:\.).mﬂ\ .Afm}..g u.;.m}d\ ?L"L
"The food of the believers in-those days will-bergication of Allah tasbeeh"
In the_Saheebf Muslim:

Ol 5 el e e lasall Jal ¢ 5o Le ae o
"What will suffice them then will be what sufficéise people-of the heavéhsfrom glorification
(tasbeehand exaltationtagdee¥ of Allah."
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An Explanation of What Will Save People From the Tibulations of Dajjal
It is related by Muslim on the authority of Abu fda that the Prophet, may Allah bless
him and grant him peace said:

(Ol o mac CagSU 5 g Jgf e il e Jain (40))
"Whoever memorizes the first ten verses from thaptér calledal-Kahf (the Cave) will be
protected from th®ajjal.” In another narration:

(w2 LA a.))
" ...from the last part oKaht."

In a narration of Abu Amaama 'l-BahiliVerily from among the tribulations (of the
Dajjal) is that with him will be a paradise and a fires Fire will be the Paradise and his paradise
will be the Fire. Whoever is afflicted by his fighould seek refuge with Allah and recite the
opening verses dfahf. Thus the fire will be made cool and secure jgsth& fire was made that
way for Ibrahim.

May Allah give success at arriving at what is cotre



Section Six: On Mentioning What Has Been Related Gmerning the Descent of Jesus
(upon him be peace)

We have also placed in this section five issuglsap explanation of the judgment of the
descent of Jesus, upon him be peace; [2] an expanthat he will descend observing the
shari’aof Muhammad and reviving it and will not descenithva newshari a other than it; [3]
an explanation that all religions{lal) will be abolished exceml-Islanm [4] an explanation of
the legal judgment of joining together the narrataditions of his living for forty years with the
narrated tradition of his returning and being ufmnearth seven years; and [5] an explanation of
the place of his descent and the place of his buria

An Explanation of the Judgment of the Descent of dis, upon him be peace

Al-Qurtubi says in his al-Tadhkirdlf it is said: 'What is the judgment concernihg
(Jesus’) descent at that time?' The answer has Hsects.

[1] The first is that it is conceivable that thend who were near to killing him (Jesus)
and crucifying him persisted in their affair withrhjust as Allah ta'ala clarified in His Book. For
they are forever claiming that they killed fmand they associate him with magic and the like
until Allah ta’ala made him innocent of that andagisociated him from that. Allah has thrown
upon them humiliation and they will never be estditedd as long as Allah fortifies-1slam and
makes its banner manifest. Thus the Jews will npeesess authority, strength nor thorn in any
locale from the places of the earth. They will rema that fashion until the nearness of the
Hour. Then theDajjal will appear, who is the most perfidious magicidhe Jews will follow
him and they will be among his primary forces. Teevs estimate that due to this that they will
prevail over the Muslims. Thus when their affainms to that Allah taala will send down alive
the one whom they thought they had killed who tikn expose them and others from among
the hypocrites (of the Muslims) and those who opdadsim. Allah will help him against their
leader and chieftain who claimed lordship. He (§galong with those with him from among the
believers, will kill him and conquer his forcesiimtamong the Jews. The Jews then will find no
place of refuge, for even if a Jew were to conba@akelf inside of a tree, a rock or wall, it would
call out: "O Spirit of Allah here is a Jew!", unhie is seized. The Jew will either excaptslam
or he will be killed until there will remain notsangle disbeliever upon the face of the earth.

[2] The second is that it is conceivable that ghdgment of the descent of Jesus is
because of the advent of his own appointed timeimorder to kill theDajjal. This is due to the
fact that it is inconceivable for something creafiean dust to die in the heavens. However his
affair must proceed in accordance with what Allalaka says:

£Al 55 1 23 i) 1S 8 15U iy
"From it (the earth)We created you. To it you will return and from\We will bring you out
again"¢’” Thus Allah taala will send him down in order fim to settle in the earth for a time.
Those who will be near him will see him and thodewemain aloof from him will hear his

words. Then his soul will be seiZédand the Muslims who will be appointed after hinl wray
over him and bury him in the burial place of theptrets from whom his mother, Maryum,
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descends. This place is the Holy Laatt'Ard 'I-Mugaddasa This is the reason for his descent
along with the fact that during those days Di&jal will reach the gate dfud as has been related
in the narratives. When this occurs and Bagjal reaches that point where he claims lordship
and none among the Muslims will be successful Bingihim, it is then Jesus will be more
entitled to kill him since Allah ta'ala chose hior His message, sent him down with His Book
and made him and his mother as signs. In accordaitbethis aspect is the issue behind his
descent and not just to kill thzajjal. And Allah knows best.

[3] The third aspect is that it is found in thgeel the excellence of th&mma of
Muhammad, may Allah bless him and grant him peacaccordance with what Allah has said,
and His words is the truth:

£t i I S B
"That is their likeness in the Torah and their ligss in the Injeél Thus, Jesus asked Allah that
He would make him among thenmaof Muhammad, may Allah bless him and grant himcpea
Allah answered his prayers by raising him up toltbavens until the End of Time when he will
descend as a revivem(jaddid of what he has learned from theenof al-Islam the deenof
Muhammad, may Allah bless him and grant him pe&hes will coincide with the appearance of
the Dajjal, whom Jesus will kill. It is not implausible toregider that the saying of him killing
the Dajjal allows the assumption that it will occur becausewill manifest among the people
when they will be sorely afflicted, at a time in iafn the obligation ofihaad will have become a
general individual obligation;-and-thus, Jesus-likem; will be obligated to fulfill the same
obligation as them. For this reason he will taketlos responsibility of killing théajjal. This
also includes Jesus améhghose who will follow our Prophet Muhammad, mayahl bless
him and grant him peace, as we will discuss présent

An Explanation That He Will Descend Qbserving theShari'a of Muhammad and Reviving
it Since He Will Not Descend With a Newshari a Other Than It

Imam al-Qurtubi has said in his at-Tadhkirf&ome people are of the opinion that the
descent of Jesus upon him be peace will removeetiggous responsibilitiesdkleej since there
will not be a Messenger of Allah to the people lwdtttime who commands them to Allah and
forbids them. This is idea is rejected by the wablallah ta ala:

{050

“He is the seal of the Prophé&tand by the words of the Messenger of Allah upan be peace:

(g2 2 Y))
“There will be no prophet after me.” Since thighe case then it is not permissible for people to
have the illusion that Jesus, upon him be peadaledicend with a neshari aother than that of
Muhammad, may Allah bless him and grant him pe&cethe contrary, when he descends he
will be one of the followers of Muhammad, may Allakess him and grant him peace. This has
been corroborated by what the Messenger of Allatly Allah bless him and grant him peace
said:

(oY) dns s e ba uge OIS 4))
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“If Musa was still alive he would only be one of rfollowers.” For Jesus, upon him be peace,
will descend adhering to th&hari aas one of its reformersnijaddid, since Islam is the last of
theshari'aand the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless hird grant him peace is the last of
the Messengers. Thus, Jesus will descend as gqustnor fiakam muqgsjt When he becomes
governor there will be no ruler at that time foe tMuslims, noimam nor judge, nomufti. This

is because Allah ta'ala will have snatched knowgefigm the people and removed the people
from it, then Jesus will descend. He will have teat in the heavens before his descent by the
command of Allah ta'ala all that is necessary tovkifrom thisshari ain order to judge between
people and act in accordance with it himself. Takelers will be gathered and united and they
will appoint Jesus as a governor over themselvase shere will be no one qualified to do that
at that time except him. They will be required to this because suspension of the legal
judgments of thehari ais not permissible.

An Explanation That All Religions (milal) Will Be Eradicated Exceptal-Islam
Imamal-Bukhari narrated in his Sahetfe tradition:

(Rl s sl ot culiall (5 uSild Yae LeSa a je 0 (1))
“The son of Mary® will truly descend as a just ruler. He will brethle cross, kill the swine and
set aside thgzya.” In the same tradition narrated by at-Tayaatisaiys:

) e LS ) ailey (8 Al gy i JW) Gty s g 3ad) Jiy 5 caliall 5y 4 )
ge ) oy S ) ALY piy X e Pl mall aile ) b bl cllgy s

((Lamy pgmmy amy ¥y sl lasall Caaly g aial) ae LA 535801 ae aill 5 JY)
“He will break the cross, kill the pig and diffusesalth until Allah destroys during his time the
one-eyed lying forger. Trust and immunity will corteepass in the earth until the lion will graze
with the camel, the tiger with the cow and the welth the sheep. Even children will play
snakes. And neither of these will harm the other.”

An Explanation of the Legal Judgment of Joining Togther the Narrated Traditions of His
Living for Forty Years With the Narrated Tradition" of His Returning and Being Upon the
Earth Seven Years

Imam Abd‘r-Rahman as-Suyuti said in his Itmaam ‘d-Dreathe commentary upon the
an-Nigaayaand the al-Kawkalb'Jesus upon him be peace will remain on the dartforty years
then he will die and the Muslims will pray over hand bury him.” In another narration it says:
“He will abide for seven years.” The later is therect version. What is meant by forty years in
the first narration is from the time he lived befdyeing raised up to the heavens and the time
after his descent from heaven. For he ascendecehealien he was thirty three years.” He (as-
Suyuti) says in the at-Takmijlavhich is higafsir and also in the tradition of Muslim:

(0 g 28y )
“He (Jesus) will abide for seven years.” In thalitian of Abu Dawud at-Tayaalisi:
(e Lears b5y dan cn )
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“He (Jesus) will remain for forty years. Then hdl wie and be prayed over.” He then said: “This
implies that what is intended here is an aggregatiathe years he lived on the earth before the
ascension and after it.”

| say: This is whatmam as-Suyuti gathered together in the majority of rhenuscripts
like the Itmaam ‘d-Diraaréhe commentary upon the an-Nigaayal the commentary upon the
al-Kawkabwhich is a versification of the Jami” ‘I-Jawaamand in higafsir called_at-Takmila
And as we cited earlier and elsewhere like_thejali#a and the Kitaab ‘I-"Alaam Bi Nuzuul “Isa
“Alayhi as-SalaamThe learneéd Muhammad ibn Abd ‘lI-Baaqi az-Zurgaani objectedhis in
his commentary called al-Mawaahib ‘lI-Ladunniyyahis collections and in the answer of as-
Suyuti that Jesus would reside for seven years haigeheavenly descent. He also objected to his
citing of the narration of Jesus abiding for foygars and giving the interpretation that he gave.
He then said: “I am amazed with Jalaal as-Suyoti@with the vastness of his knowledge, the
extent of his intellectual examination and the fiett he washaafidh of prophetic traditions,
how he concluded with the aggregation of the twwwe and disregard the distinct narration of
Jesus’ remaining forty years after his heavenlycees’ He then said: “| have come upon his
words in the commentary of the above mentioned Blawud of the_Mirfaat as-Su uuahd |
found that he had abandoned his previous opinidadl as-Suyuti has stated clearly also of his
abandoning of the above mentioned aggregé&tiofn the two times of Jesus in the two narrated
traditions in his_Nawaahid ‘I-Akbar wa ShawaariéAfkaar which are marginal notes on the
Anwaar ‘t-Tanzeel wa Asraar ‘t-Taweefl al-Baydawi. He cited the tradition where “Heg.i
Jesus, will descend from the heavens at the tinteeoppearance of the Dajjal...”; up until his
words, “ and he will abide in the earth for fortgays, then die and be prayed over by the
Muslims and buried.”

Al-Haafidh “Imaad ‘d-Deen ibn Kathir said: “Thers & problem with what has been
established in the tradition in the Sahddbslim related from Abdallah ibn Umar: “He will
abide in the earth for seven years.” O Allah! Oihllge implies that this seven years is from the
time of his continuing after the time of his dedcom the heavens. This is arrived at when
coupled with the time he lived before his ascensmthe heavens. His age at the time of his
ascension was thirty three years in accordancehgitmost famous narrations about him. And
Allah knows best.” Then Jalaal as-Suyuti said: &y $ have established the years based upon
what has been the agreement concerning that. Thewvd seen what al-Bayhaqi said in his
Kitaab ‘[-Ba’ath wa n’-Nushuuriting the same thing in the tradition:

(s ool ¥ (e ESa)))
“Jesus will remain in the earth for forty years1"the tradition of Abdullah ibn Umar concerning
the story of the Dajjal:

((shae oo G Gl O g (alil) ESy o Al Aidlad ey o Gl oame Dand))
“Then Jesus the son of Mary will be raised and ¢eekout and slay him. Then the people will
live after him for seven years wherein there wél fio enmity among themltmam al-Bayhaqi
said: “These words imply that the people will remaiter his death (meaning Jesus). But this
does not contradict the first meaning. This is mswand with me for many explanations. The
first one is that this tradition is not textual @nce concerning the duration of the residing of
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Jesus upon him be peace. The second explanatitratighe textual evidence confirms this
interpolation because it is gives mitigating ciratamces. The third explanation is his saying that
“the people will live after him” here the pronouhith” refers to Jesus because he is the nearest
person mentioned in the sentence. The fourth eaptamis that it is probable that he did not
relate any tradition concerning this subject besitte above mentioned tradition. And that he
does not have second tradition. He narrated theatsJeould live for forty years. The narrated
traditions concerning Jesus remaining for fortyrgesre innumerous from many different paths
of transmission. Among them is the above mentianadition which is sound. Among them is
what was related by at-Tabraani from the tradibbbu Hurayra, that the Messenger of Allah,
may Allah bless him and grant him peace said:

(Ao ) 4 (8 (ile 5 e J5u))
“Jesus will descend and then remain among the pefopl forty years.” Among them is the
tradition related by Ahmad in his_az-Zuhat the authority of Abu Hurayra, may Allah be
pleased with him that he, upon him be peace saesus will live on the earth for forty years. He
will not say to a valley ‘Flow with honey’, excetttat it will flow with it.” Among them is what
was also related by Ahmad in his Musrad the authority of A'isha considered reliablethie
tradition of the Dajjal: “Then Jesus the son of ihaill descend and kill him. Then Jesus will
reside in the earth for forty years as a just leaahel equitable ruler.” This has also been related
from the tradition of Ibn Mas ud with at-Tabraahhese above mentioned explicit traditions are
foremost in comparison to-the-tradition-which-givas-implied meaning.” Here ends the
abridgement of whalmam as-Suyuti had to say. The wording given here vedated in the
Mirfaat ‘s-Su"uudverbatim, and Allah knows best.

An Explanation of the Place of His Descent and thielace of His Burial

It was mentioned previously in the tradition of ADawud at-Tayaalisi: “The people will
flee from the Dajjal to the mountain of Dukhan iywi&. He will come to them and place them
under siege while they are there in that placenTlesus upon him be peace will descend during
the predawn and will say: ‘O people what preverds from going out against that depraved
liar?’ The people will proceed on and they willdithemselves with Jesus.”

As for the place of burial, upon him be peacerehs disagreement concerning that.
Some say that his grave will be in al-Muqaddasau§iem). This was cited by al-Hulaymi.
Some say that he will be buried with the Prophety illah bless him and grant him peace based
upon what has come from the words of al-Qurtuthighat-Tadhkira“Jesus, upon him be peace,
will be buried next to the Prophet, may Allah bléssy and grant him in the burial chamber
(hujra). It is also said that he will be buried in thadeof al-Mugaddasa (Jerusalem) in the burial
grounds of the prophets, upon them be blessingpeace.”



Section Seven: On Mentioning What Is Narrated Conaaing the Appearance ofJuuj and
Majuuj
We have also placed in this section five issuilsah explanation of their lineage; [2] an
explanation of the place of their barricade; [3lexiplanation of the time of their appearance; [4]
an explanation of what they will do in spreadingraption in the earth at their appearance; and
[5] an explanation of what Allah will destroy themith.

An Explanation of The Lineage ofJuuj and Majuuj

Al-Qurtubi has said in his_at-TadhkiréAd-Duhaak said: ‘They are from the Turk.’
Mugaatil said: “They are from the children of Yahafébn Noah.” This is similar to the statement
of ad-Duhaak.” It has been narrated on the authofit Amr ibn al-'Aas, may Allah be pleased
with him: “The Juuj andMajuuj are from the children of Yaafeth ibn Noah, upom e peace.”
Al-Mahalli said in histafsir concerning the words of Allah ta'ala:

LA A3 Ui
“And | made his descendents the ones who renfaitiexte are the remainder of humanity all
from the children of Noah, upon him be peace. HE theee sons: Shem the father of the Arabs,

the Persians and the Romans; Haam the father &ldoks @s-sudair and Yaafeth the father of
the Turk, the Khazrah (Khazar) and thaijandMajuuj and those who reside there.”

An Explanation of the Place-of Their Barricade

Al-Huufi explained in higafsir: “It is from the obstructed lands of the Turk, frovhat
borders where the sun rise’; as it is mentionetthénat-Tadhkiraf Imamal-Qurtubi. Al-Mahalli
said in higafsir where Allah ta'ala says:

$onSad o &l 1Y) S F L al S

“Then he followed the course until he reached betwbe two barricad€s these are two
mountains located at the obstructed lands of the&k.TAlexandra built a barricade between
them.”

An Explanation of the Time of Their Appearance

Shaykh al-Islanibn Hajr explained in his commentary upon al-Bukh&he appearance
of Juuj andMajuuj will be during the life of Jesus, upon him be peas it is mentioned in the
commentary of the al-Kawkadf Abd ‘r-Rahman as-Suyuti.” Muslim, Abu Bakr il&bi Shayba
and Ibn Maaja related, using his wording on thdauitty of Abdallah ibn Mas'ud, may Allah be
pleased with him who said: “When the Messenger lhA\ may Allah bless him and grant him
peace made his ascensi@srgd, he met Ibrahim, Musa and Ibrahim upon them lesdihgs
and peace. They mentioned to him about the Houwahiim, upon him be peace initiated this
dialogue where he was asked about it and he hddchowledge of it. Then Musa upon him be
peace was asked about the Hour and he too hadavdddyge of it. Then the question was put to
Jesus, upon him be peace. He said: ‘Allah took \&emant with me concerning it with the
exception of exact moment. As for its exact momamtone knows it except Allah. He then
mentioned the Dajjal. He said that he would des@erdikill him and then all people will return
to their lands. They will then be met byuj andMajuuj who

G0 sk i IS (b gb



“will descend from every elevated pldc&bu’l-Hassan Muhammad ibn "Ubaydallah al-Kasa'i
said in his_Qisas ‘I-Anbiyya“Wahb ibn Munabbah and Ka'b al-Ahbaar, may Altshpleased
with them said: ‘At that time (meaning Jesus’, updm be peace, killing of the Dajjal) he will
then marry a woman from among the Arabs. He wéhtlive with the people as long as Allah
ta'ala wills. ThenJuuj and Majuuj will appear and: they will descend from every elevated
place”

An Explanation of Their Spreading Corruption in the Earth When They Appear
Ibn Maaja related on the authority of Abi Sa’ieKddudri, may Allah be pleased with him
that the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless hird grant him peace said:
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“The opening will be made faluuj andMajuuj and they will appear just as Allah ta’ala says:

“and they will descend from every elevated platkey will spread over the entire earth and the
Muslim will flee. The remainder of the Muslims withke refuge in their towns and fortresses.
Juuj andMajuuj will them crowd upon them with their cattle, plagithe Muslims under siege.
And when they come upon a river they will drinkrfrat until nothing remains. Others among
their tribe who came after them will pass the saiver and say: ‘At one time this place was a
place of water. They will then manifest themselgesr the entire earth.” Muslim, Abu Bakr ibn
Abi Shayba and Ibn Maaja related using the his wordThey will not pass by a river except
that they will drink it entirely nor will they padsy anything except that they will corrupt and
destroy it.”

An Explanation of What Allah Will Destroy Them With

Imam al-Qurtubi said in his at-TadhkirdKa'b al-Ahbaar said: Juuj and Majuuj will
shoot their arrows into the sky and proclaim: ‘Ward conquered those on the earth and we have
become manifested over those in the heavens!’ Riah will afflict them with animals called
an-nagfuwho will then seize them and kill them.” In thadition of Nuwaas ibn Sam an, may
Allah be pleased with him: “They will say will havéled all the people upon the earth! Come
on! Lets go and kill those who are in the heavemilBy then will start shooting their arrows into
the heavens. Allah will return their arrows backitem dyed with blood. Then the Prophet of
Allah, Jesus, upon him be peace, will beg Allah Bedwill send upon theran-nagfuupon their
necks. Then they will become like a spread carpdttaey had died as one soul.”



In the tradition related by al-Haakim in his al-Magrakon the authority of Ibn Mas ud
that the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant péace said:

Jand el sland) Juys el sl o U solany caemny oo il I a1 et caginad))
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“They will die all together which will cause therdato become rotten from their bodies. Then
the people will become adversely affected by thaiien corpses and seek refuge with Allah azza
wa jalla. Then Allah will send a fierce dust stowhich will after three days of blowing hurl all
of the rotten corpses into the sea. Then the mowntaill be blown asunder until the entire
surface of the earth will be made plain.”
May Allah give success at arriving at what is cotre



Section Eight: On Mentioning What Has Been Relate€oncerning the Raising Up of the
Quran
We have also placed in this section three isqu¢sin explanation that th@uran will
be raised up in a single night and there will ramain on the earth a single verse; [2] an
explanation that everything which is preservedhim lhearts of mankind from ttg@ur'an will be
raised up in the same manner that the scripturkfavie been raised; [3] an explanation that this
will occur after the death of Jesus, upon him kecpel say and success is with Allah:

An Explanation That the Qur'an Will Be Raised Up in a Single Night and There WillNot
Remain on the Earth a Single Verse

Ibn Maaja related a tradition from Hudhayfa: “lslawill be obliterated in the same
manner that an a stain on a garment is obliteratetil, fasting, prayer, piety and charity will be
unknown. TheQur’an will be raised in one night and there will not @mon earth from a single
verse. Among the remaining of people there willdpeinfirm elderly men who will say: ‘We
used to meet with our fathers and they were upendéclaration ot.aa ilaha illa Allah. And
we ourselves say it.” Silla then said to HudhaWdhat benefit is it of them sayinbaa ilaha
illa Allah when they are unawares of fasting, piety and tffdriHudhayfa then turned away
from him. He then repeated this to him three mores$ and each time Hudhayfa turned away
from him. Then Hudhayfa turned towards him and:s#ievill save them from the fire’.”

An Explanation That Everything Which is Preserved n_the Hearts of Mankind From the
Qur'an Will Be Raised Up in the Same Manner That the Scptures Will Have Been Raised

Al-Bayhagi narrated in his Shu ab ‘I-lmaan the authority of Ibn Mas ud that he said:
“Recite theQur’an before it is raised up. For the Hour will not tstablished until it is raised
up.” It was said to him. “These scriptures will taésed up, but how will it be with what is in the
breast of men?” He said: “They will be overcome ainght and what is in their breast will be
raised up. They will awake the next morning sayitigvas as if we knew something.” Then they
will devote themselves to poetry.”

An Explanation That the Raising Up ofitheQur'an Will"Occur After the Death of Jesus,
Upon Him Be Peace

Imam al-Qurtubi said in his_at-TadhkirdThe raising up of th&ur’'an will be after the
death of Jesus, upon him be peace. After that thenAbyssinians will destroy the Ka'ba.”
Abu asShaykhrelated in his_Kitaab ‘I-Fitaron the authority of Abu Hurayra, may Allah be
pleased with him who said that the Messenger odlAllmay Allah bless him and grant him
peace: “Jesus the son of Mary will descend andtdlDajjal and reside for forty years. He will
conduct himself during this time in accordance wite Book of Allah and mpunna He will
die and they will appoint in his place a man fromoag the Bani Tamim named al-Muq ad by
the order of Jesus upon him be peace. When al-Mutjes only three years will go by before
theQur'an will be raised up from their breast and their gitnies.”

May Allah give success at arriving at what is cotre



Section Nine: On Mentioning What Has Been Related @ cerning the Appearance of the
Creature

We have also placed in this section five issué$:ah explanation of the time of it
appearance; [2] an explanation of the place dpisearance; [3] an explanation of the number
of times it would have appeared; [4] an explanatbwhat will accompany it on its appearance;
and [5] an explanation of its description.

An Explanation of the Time of Its Appearance
Allah ta'ala says:

el () (e 205 2l Ul il JUal 285 19

“When the word proves true against them, the creatll appear from the earth speaking to
them” Imam al-Qurtubi said in his_at-TadhkirdThe scholars have said that the meaning of:
“the word proves true against thénwhen the promised threat holds true against tldem to
their persistence in disobedience, corruption, eggon, their turning away from the signs of
Allah ta‘ala, their neglecting paying heed to thiemaccordance with its judgments and their
fulfilling all acts of disobedience until the poiathere sound preaching can find no refuge in
them nor will sincere reminders turn them away fribw@ir error - then glory be to the One who
says: ‘When they become like that | will bring fod creature from the earth which will speak to
them.” This creature will act-and speak;in-ordeestablish that it is among the final signs of
Allah ta’ala because by nature creatures do neatksper do they have reason.”

An Explanation of the Place of Its Appearance

Imam al-Qurtubi said in his_at-TadhkirdAl-Baghwiyu Abu’l-Qaasim Abdullahi ibn
Muhammad ibn Abd ‘I-"Azeez on the authority of [dmar, may Allah be pleased with him who
said: “The creature will appear from between akiadcheKa balike a race horse for three days
and only two-thirds of it will appear.”

Al-Ma’aashi mentioned on the authority of Abu Huegymay Allah be pleased with him
that the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant p@ace said: “The creature of the earth will
appear from Jiyaad. When its breast reach the hefgie corner of th&a ba it will stop with
its tail remaining in the earth.” It has been rethfrom the tradition of Hisham ibn Yusef al-Qadi
on the authority of Abu Hurayra, may Allah be pksdsvith him that the Messenger of Allah,
may Allah bless him and grant him peace said: “ost wretched of mountain paths is that of
Jiyaad.” They said: “Why is that O Messenger ofaAR” He said:“The creature will appear
from it and will make three shrieks which will bedrd by everyone in the East and the West.”

It has been related on the authority of "Amr ibnAss: “The creature will appear from
Mecca during the days of the pilgrimage. Its heall wach the clouds but eats feet will not
appear from the earth.” This was mentioned by d@baUn his "Uyuun ‘I-Akhbaar

Abdallah ibn Umar, may Allah be pleased with himdsdlt will appear from the
mountain of Safa in Mecca which will split open ahavill appear from between it.” He also
said: “If I wanted to place my foot on the veryg#grom where it will appear | could place it.”

It has been related by al-Qatada: “It will appeant Tihama.” It has also been related: “It
will appear from the mosque of Kufa from where piitsof Noah gushed forth.” It is said: “It will
appear from the lands of Ta'if.”




An Explanation of the Number of Times It Will Appear

Abu Dawud at-Tayaalisi mentioned in his Musrau the authority of Hudhayfa, may
Allah be pleased with him who said the MessengeXllath, may Allah bless him and grant him
peace made mention of the creature and said:
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“It has three appearances in time. It will appearthie furthest barren dessert.” He did not
mention thename of the village, meaning Mecca. He said:
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“Then it will remain hidden a long time and theppaar in a second appearance.” He mentioned
that it will appear in a barren dessert but did mention the village, meaning Mecca. Then the
Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and gramt peace said:
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“Then while the people will be in the greatest loé tmosques of Allah in sanctity, good and
nobility in the sight of Allah - the Sacred Mosqtiee people will be inattentive when suddenly
the creature will fume forth with rage from betwettye corner (of the Black Stone) and the
station (of Ibrahim) shaking the dust from its héad

An Explanation of What Will Accompany It On Its App earance
Ibn Maaja narrated on the authority of Abu Hurayray Allah be pleased with him that
the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him anahghém peace said:
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“The creature will appear accompanied with the Sfabolomon ibn Dawud and the staff of
Musa ibn “Imraan. It will ennoble the face of thadibver with the staff and denigrate the nose of
the disbeliever with the Seal, even at the tableshe brothers, the creature will: “This O
believer!” and ‘This O disbeliever’!” This was rédal bylmamat-Tirmidhi.

Imam al-Qurtubi said in his_at-Tadhkirdlt is said that it will brand each group by
blowing. It will blow in the face of believer theond believer and in the face of the disbeliever.”
Then al-Qurtubi said: “It is not far fetched thiae tstamping could appear with the blowing. Thus
the two matters of blowing in the faces and stamgpgime name is conceivable and does not
controvert the judgment.” And Allah knows best.



An Explanation of Its Description

It has been related on the authority of Ibn azafulas mentioned in the at-Tadhkoh
al-Qurtubi: “It is an ensemble of the nature ofaallmals. For its head is like the head of a hull.
s eyes are like the eyes of a pig. Its ears aeethlke ears of an elephant. Its horns are like the
horns of a male deer. Its neck is like the neclarobstrich. Its chest is like the chest of a liis.
color is like the color of a tiger. Its haunchileelthe hip of a cat. Its tail is like the tail afram.
Its hoofs are like the hoof of a camel. Betweenhediwision of each hoof is the distance of
twelve cubits.” This was mentioned by at-Tha aldéiMaawardi and others. It has also been
related that its hair is fuzzy.” It is also saiétlt is the spy, as it was mentioned in the tradit
of Fatima the daughter of Qays in an extensivattaadrelated by Muslim and mentioned by at-
Tirmidhi, Abu Dawud in an abridged manner. The eahbf the tradition is in accordance with
ImamMuslim. It is also said that the creature whichl @ppear is the young camel of the she-
camel of Prophet Saalih, upon him be peace. Whershie-camel was killed the young camel
fled by itself. One of the boulders opened up foand it entered. When it entered the rock it
closed up and it will remain there until its apeere by the permission of Allah ta’ala. Then
Imam al-Qurtubi said: “Included in these words is thadition of Hudhayfa, may Allah be
pleased with him where he mentioned the expres$alking”, here the talking refers to the
camel. And Allah knows best.




Section Ten: On Mentioning What Has Been Related Gmerning the Sun Rising From the
West

We have also placed in this section five issugkah explanation of the extent of the
night in which the sun will rise from the west; [@h explanation that the door of repentance will
be closed at its rising from the west; [3] an erplaon of the wisdom of the rising of the sun
from the west; [4] an explanation of the most prefeyate opinion in all the narrated traditions
about the first of the signs being the rising @& sun or other signs; and [5] an explanation of the
duration that mankind will remain on earth aftez tising of the sun from the west.

An Explanation of the Extent of the Night in Whichthe Sun Will Rise From the West

Al-Bayhagqi related in his_as-Shu'amn the authority of Abdallah ibn Umar who said:
“The sun will set and be postponed in prostratiod greetings. It will then seek permission to
rise, but no permission will be given. It will theeek permission a second time to rise again but
no permission will be given. It will then seek péssion a third time and still no permission will
be given. This will go on until two to three nighgass. Then it will be said: ‘Rise from the
direction that you set’!”

Abd ‘I-Hamid related in higafsir from the tradition of Abdallah ibn Awfa who said:
“The night which will come will last the extent diree nights. No one will recognize it except
those who are accustomed to standing irtahajjud night prayers. He will stand in highajjud
reciting his customary section of recitation. Hd ¥ien go to sleep and stand and pray again. At
that time the people will become extremely agitaW&ftien they stand to pray tfegr prayer and
then sit after it, then the sun will rise from tivest. The people will then raise a single cry until
the sun reaches the center of the sky and themsett his tradition has verified attestations.

Abu Is’hag at-Thaalibi and others among thgfasiruunhave mentioned a long tradition
on the authority of Abu Hurayra on the Prophet, mdlgh bless him and grant him peace in
which says: “When disobedience increases in thié,eahen the good has departed with no one
commanding it and when indecency spreads with moforbidding it, the sun will be held back
from the people for the extent of three nights l&imeéhe Throne. Each time it prostrates and
seeks permission from its Lord ta ala to rise fiitsrplace of rising, Allah will not answer it until
the moon catches up to it and prostrates withakisg permission to rise from its rising place.
But the answer will not be given to either for #neights for the sun and two nights for the
moon. No one will notice the extent of the nightept the person accustomed to performing the
tahajjud night prayers in the earth. During that time thall be a few people in every land
among the Muslims. When the duration of three midiis been completed, Allah ta’ala will
send Jibril, upon him be peace to the sun and ntmsay: ‘The Lord glory be to Him commands
you to rise from the west! So rise without anyntimation from us!” They will both rise from the
west darkened without illumination to the sun oramdike the eclipse they would experience
before that. This will be in accordance with therdgof Allah ta'ala:

s e o'
“The sun and the moon will joined\nd His words:
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“When the sun is folded dprhus, the sun and moon will rise like two cametstwo horses.
When they reach the center of the sky at its mjddileril will come to them and take hold of
their two horns and return them to the west. Howetheey will not set in their customary west,



but their setting will be at the door of repentah@d-Qurtubi said in his at-TadhkirdThen the
sun and moon will be attired in their light andiifiination and will rise upon the people in the
east and set in the west as they customarily did.”

An Explanation of That the Door of Repentance WillBe Closed At the Rising of the Sun
From the West
AI Bukhan and Musllm related a trad|t|on from Albturayra

(o

“The Hour will not be established until the sureagrom the west. When the people see it rising
then they all will believe. However, it will be attime when the belief of someone will not avail
them who did not believe before that; or whosedbadid not bring them good before that.”
ImamMuslim related from the tradition of Abu Huraynam:ernlng the resurrection also:

((ugmg_,u@ﬂww\ghu\dﬁuuw))

“Whoever repents before the rising of the sun ftbmwest, Allah will relent towards him.” At-
Tirmidhi and ad-Daraqutni related on the authaoitysafwaan ibn Asaal al-Maraadi who said: “I
heard the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless hmah |aeace say:

‘In the west there is a door opened for repentavitese distance in seventy years. It will not be
closed until the sun rises from the west.” Al-Qbitsaid in his at-TadhkirdThe scholars have
said that belief will not benefit a soul when thm sises from the west because it arrives in their
hearts from the terror which stifles every pas$iom the passions of the soul and diminishes all
the strength from the body. All of humanity, thbgcomes as a result of their certainty in the
Judgment like one confronted with death in cuttfigall claims to the various disobedient acts
and all its falsities from his body. For whoevepeats in that state then his repentance will not
be accepted just as the repentance of one who tiseapoint of death is not accepted. The
Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peaad $Allah accepts the repentance of the
servant as long as he is not gurgling.” This mesenbkng as his spirit has not reached the top of
his throat. For this is the moment of examinatiomew he sees his final resting place in the
Paradise or the Fire. The witnessing of the sungigom the west is like that.”
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An Explanation of the Wisdom of the Rising of the 8n From the West
Al-Qurtubi said in his_at-Tadhkirdlt is said that the wisdom in the rising of tkan
from the west is that Ibrahlm upon him be peaudaEaNlmrod
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“Truly Allah brings the sun from the east, therefgreu make it come from the west and those
who disbelieve were astonishedll of the heretics and astronomers denied gating that it
cannot be done. Thus, Allah ta'ala will make ie rime day from the west in order to show those
who deny His omnipotence and that the sun is camlgleinder His dominion. If He wills He
can make it rise from the east or the west.”

An Explanation of the Most Preponderate Opinion inAll the Narrated Traditions About
the First of the Signs Being the Rising of the Suar Other Signs

Imam al-Qurtubi said in his_at-TadhkirdThe narrated traditions differ concerning the
first of the signs of the end of time. Some havatee that the rising of the sun from the west is
the first based upon what was related in the fi@dibf ImamMuslim in that issue. It is said that
the appearance of the Dajjal is the first. Thisaitkethe most prominent of the two ideas and is
the most sound based upon the words of the ProplagtAllah bless him and grant him peace in
a long tradition: “Truly the Dajjal will appear amg you there is no doubt about it.” If the sun
were to rise from the west before that then theebef the Jews in the time of Jesus, upon him
be peace, would be to no avail--If they will-noinghenefit for their belief then the religion
would not be made into one unified religion by #Heeeptance of Islam of those who accept it
from among them.” He also said 'in the at-Tadhkina another place: “The sequential
arrangement of the signs of the end of time aretiomed in the tradition of Hudhayfa who said
that the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless hird grant him peace was in a room which was
above us. Then he came out to us and said: ‘Wkaar discussing?’ We said: ‘The Hour.” He
said: ‘The Hour will not come until you see tenngg[1] an eclipse in the east; [2] an eclipse in
the west; [3] an eclipse in the Arab peninsulat;tie fumes; [5] the Dajjal; [6] the creature of
the earth; [7Puuj andMajuuij; [8] the rising of the sun from the west; and §lire which will
surge from a cavity in Aden which force the peofddlee.” Then another narration adds the
tenth:
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“[10] The heavenly descent of Jesus the son of M&yme of the scholars add to these:
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“[11] A wind which will encounter the people drigntowards the sea.” This was related by
Imam Muslim. The first of the signs narrated in theslitions is the three eclipses. What has
occured in this tradition is that the creaturerd earth will appear before tdauj andMajuuij,

but this is not the case. Thus, the first of tlgmsiin reality is the appearance of the Dajjalnthe
the heavenly descent of Jesus, upon him be pdameJauj and Majuuj. Then Allah will kill
them by means of a parasite which will attack timeicks and then Allah will seize the soul of
Jesus, upon him be peace. Then the earth willfbevitlh protracted days upon the people. The
greatness of the religion of Islam will depart frdine hearts of the people. Then they will return
to their original customs and invent falsehoodsnfrdisbelief and corruption like what was
normally invented after each time Allah took Hi®@i from the people. Thus, Allah will take



him (Jesus) and Allah ta'ala will make the creatyppear from the earth who will demarcate
between the believer and the disbeliever as a vigyreventing the disbelievers from their
disbelief and the corrupt from his corruption anslobedience. Then the creature will become
concealed from the people which will cause the fgedop stall in repenting. Thus, when they
persist in their oppression the sun will rise frime west. Then repentance will not be accepted
the disbeliever nor from the corrupt.”

If you were to say: How can these signs be gath&rgether in succession when there a
tradition which has been related gam Muslim on the authority of Abdallah ibn Umar, may
AIIah be pleased with him who said:
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“| preserved from the Messenger of Allah, may Alldbss him and grant him peace his saying:
‘The first of the signs will be the appearanceha sun rising from the west and then the creature
will appear upon the people at forenoon.” How ipassible to say that one will come before the
other? And further there is what was related bBwthari also on the authority of Anas, may
Allah be pleased with him who said that the Messeid Allah, may Allah bless him and grant
him peace said: “The first of the prerequisitesha Hour will be the fire which will drive the
people from the east to the west.” The answer iSlaykh ‘l-Islamlbn Hajr said in his
commentary upon the Saheafal-Bukhari: “That which is most reliable frome aggregation of
these narrated traditions is that the first ofdheadful signs as evil portents is the alteringhef
general conditions of the people in most of thedéaof the earth, like: the appearance of the
Dajjal; then the heavenly descent of Jesus; andapipearance afuuj and Majuuj during his
lifetime. All of these events precedes the risiidghe sun from the west. Then the first of the
dreadful signs as evil portents is the alteringhefcelestial world, like: the rising of the suarfr

the west after the appearance of the creatureatrséime day or within close sequence. Then the
first of the evil signs as portents of the estdislient of the Hour is the fire which will drive
mankind, as it has been related in the traditionAohs in the_SaheelThe first of the
prerequisites of the Hour is a fire which will dgivnankind from the east to the west.” For this
way there has occured an aggregation between ldteddraditions on this subject.

An Explanation of the Duration That Mankind Will Re main On Earth After the Rising of
the Sun From the West

Ibn Abi Shayba related on the authority of Abdalilan Umar, may Allah be pleased with
him who said: “The people will remain after themngs of the sun from the west one-hundred and
twenty years.”

| say: the people referred to in this traditiodl wie the most evil of people. It has also
been related by lIbn Abi Shayba in his al-Marwif the authority of Abdallah ibn Umar, may
Allah be pleased with him: “Truly the most evil péople after the best of them will remain one-
hundred and twenty years.” This was also relatedltny Nu'aym ibn Hamaad also in his Kitaab
‘I-Fitan. It has been related by Abu Nu'aym on the authofitAbdallah ibn Umar, may Allah be
pleased with him: “The Hour will not be establishedil the Arabs worship what their ancestors
used to worship, for one-hundred and twenty yedrki8 means after the rising of the sun from
the west.”



| say: Nothing will remain after these above meméid years except the blowing in the
Trumpet of Judgment for the universal dissolutiod @oom, which will be followed by the
second blowing in the Trumpet for the universause#ation and resurrection. Between each
Trumpet blast there will be forty yeatsnamal-Bukhari and Muslim related on the authority of
Abu Hurayra, may Allah be pleased with him that thessenger of Allah, may Allah bless him
and grant him peace said:

(o5 s 5 1)
“Between the two Trumpets’s blasts will be fortyayg”
Ibon Abu Dawud and Ibn Mirdawayhi both related oe #uthority of Abu Hurayra, may
Allah be pleased with him the Prophet, may Allaésisl him and grant him peace said: “Between

the two Trumpet blast there will be forty years.the first blast Allah will cause to die every
living thing. In the second blast Allah will reviwevery dead thing.”

Here ends the book calléichnbeeh ‘I-Umma "Ala Qurb Hujuum Ashraat as-Saa a
All praises are due to Allah the Lord of the worligl the best blessings and most perfect peace
be upon our master Muhammad, his family and Congpent all of them. May Allah ta'ala be
pleased with the masters among the Following géoergat-Taabi uun, the right-acting
scholars, the fourmamswho exercised independent judgmektujtahiduur) and those who
follow them until the Day of Judgment.

May Allah bless our master Muhammad, his family @wnpanions and give them peace.
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